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Outdoor Buddies 2018 Fundraiser Banquet Sells Out

Photos courtesy of James Lowry

Outdoor Buddies held its annual banquet for 2018 at the Hyatt Regency Aurora-Denver
Conference Center in Aurora on Saturday, April 21%. The banquet sold out and nearly
everyone agreed it was a fantastic event. The staff at the Hyatt Regency did an excellent job in
facilitating the event and the food was excellent.

Outdoor Buddies Director, Dustin Robey, kicked off the evening’s program with a
welcome and thank you for the great support given to Outdoor Buddies.

After introductions of Board members and brief remarks proceedings were turned over to
Scott Whatley, founder and host of Sportsman of Colorado Radio Show and the master of
ceremonies for the banquet.

The flag ceremony and Pledge of Allegiance were
conducted by a group of youths coordinated by Dustin
Robey.

Scott Whatley did a greatjobas The evening's program started with the Pledge of Allegiance to
Master of Ceremonies! the American flag.

Larry Sanford, Outdoor Buddies President made a
presentation describing Outdoor Buddies programs and
how adaptive equipment is used to assist disabled persons
in their pursuit of outdoor activities.

Larry Sanford made a

presentation describing Outdoor
Buddies programs. An exquisite dinner was enjoyed by all!
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Outdoor Buddies is
managed by its
Board of Directors.

Board Members are
shown below:

Dwaine Robey
Executive Director
303-877-8584

Larry Sanford
President
970-218-5356

Nicholas Filler
Vice President
720-644-4842

Christopher Nowak
Treasurer
303-717-7159

Terry Gleason
Secretary
303-868-2579

Shai Bardfield
Director
254-630-6447

Tony Hodges
Director
303-523-0583

James Lowry
Director
713-248-9001

Steve Medberry
Director
720-255-9453

Jim Piper
Director
303-932-1209

Dustin Robey
Director
303-515-9777

Frederick Solheim
Director-Warriors on
Cataract
303-818-7600

Special Thanks to Our 2018 Banquet Sponsors

Colorado Youth Outdoors
Concept2Exit Consulting Group
Jalisco International

JFR & Associates Inc

McWebb Inc

Phoenix Auto Sprinkler

Pro Cabinet Solutions

Stephen Red Owl

Trapper Mining Company

Kenn Lutz (right) is recognized for his outstanding support
of Outdoor Buddies by helping find access to private
ranches for outdoor activities. The award was presented
by Dwaine Robey (center) and Larry Sanford (left).

Stetson Bardfield and his Actiontrack
Stander attract admirers!

(Left) Dustin Robey and Scott Whatley start
the evening's program.
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Special thanks to the many Outdoor Buddies volunteers
who worked so hard to make this year’s banquet such a
great success.

Thank you to Brady Mann and his volunteers from JFR &
Associates Inc!

Thank you to the Bardfields!

A BIG THANK YOU - Terry Gleason, Outdoor Buddies
Secretary and Raffles Coordinator, stated “I want to express
Outdoor Buddies appreciation to all of you who bought pre-
event raffle tickets in person, by mail or with a phone call!
Thanks to your support we doubled the funds we made on
the pre-event raffle in 2017. What a tremendous boost that
gives to Outdoor Buddies ability to plan and execute the
many activities that benefit our disabled buddies and youth.
I personally enjoyed meeting many of you over the phone
and in person at the banquet. This convinces me that
Outdoor Buddies has a bright future.”

And the lucky winners are:

Guns & Safe - Cesar Pinon

. Cow Bison Hunt - Stephen Red Owl
Thank you Jennifer Lowry! Cabalas' $1000 Gift Card - Ms. Cosby
Weatherby Camilla Rifle - Mike Grosshans
Garmin GPS - Kim S. (did not have last name on ticket)

It was an all-around fun night!

Outdoor Buddies would like to thank all of the individuals
and companies that donated items for the raffles and
auction, and express gratitude to the Hyatt Regency Aurora-

Thank you Tony Hodges and Nick Filler! Denver Conference Center for its assistance in hosting this
great banquet.
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You are invited to attend the

Outdoor Buddies
Family Day at Swift Ponds

Sunday, June 10%*

9:00 AM to 3:00 PM

The 2018 Outdoor Buddies Family Day at Swift Ponds will
be held on Sunday, June 10%. Please bring your family and
friends to enjoy the day with Outdoor Buddies! Bring your
sons and daughters, grandsons and granddaughters to make
memories and build relationships.

There will be catch and release fishing, archery, BB gun
shooting, and trap shooting for beginners and experienced
shooters! Swift Ponds has handicap-accessible fishing docks
for those on wheels.

There are five professional trap houses at Swift Ponds to
shoot from! We will have range approved shotgun shells and
shotguns.

There will be equipment available for each of the
activities, but please feel free to bring your own fishing
equipment and shotgun.

Lunch and soft drinks will be provided. Alcohol
beverages are prohibited!

We will have on hand the Outdoor Buddies shuttle bus,
track chairs, Bad Boy Buggy, Arctic Cat UTV, and ATV with
go-getter to help those who need assistance in getting to the
different activities.

There will be some bucket raffle items for which you can
buy tickets for chances to win some fun items for the whole
family! This is a great way to help defer the cost of this fun
day, but nobody is required to buy tickets!

Come and have a fun filled day with your family and
friends!

Directions to Swift Ponds:

Take Interstate 25 north to Windsor Exit 262, turn right
onto Highway 392. Take Highway 392 east to County Rd. 5,
turn left onto County Rd. 5. Take County Rd. 5 north to
County Rd. 36 (Ketchter Road). Turn Left onto County Rd. 36,
the Swift Ponds gate will be on your left.

For more information, please contact
Larry Sanford at (970) 218-5356
popslarrys@gmail.com

2018 Outdoor Buddies Sporting
Clays Shoot at Colorado Clays

Saturday, August 4th

For the fourth consecutive year,
Outdoor Buddies is honored to hold
the annual Sporting Clays
Tournament at Colorado Clays
Shooting Park.

Conveniently located just 30 minutes northeast of
Denver, only 6 miles from Denver International Airport, an
easy drive from the entire Colorado “Front Range”,
Colorado Clays Shooting Park offers the region’s most
complete shooting range experience

Larry Sanford is shown presenting the traveling trophy to the

winning team for 2017. The traveling trophy will go to the 2018

winning team to be held and displayed until next year’s event.
Please Come Join Us at Colorado Clays

We would love for you to join us for this fun-filled day in
the outdoors.

The cost is $75 per shooter or $300 per team of four.
Shooters may register as an individual or as a group of two,
three, or four. Teams are made up of four shooters each;
groups of less than four will be paired with other shooters.

This fundraiser provides a fun-filled day where
corporations and small businesses can sponsor a team or
two in our event where we provide a little friendly shooting
competition. Individual shooters are also invited and very
welcome to participate.

Pastries and coffee will be provided at the start of our
day.

Practice targets will be available at 8:00 am, registration
is at 9:00 am, and the shoot begins at 10:00 am.

Lunch will be provided free of charge for all participants.
It is guaranteed to please the most discriminating palate!

Disabled shooters are encouraged to participate.
Outdoor Buddies volunteers have experience in helping
disabled persons use adaptive equipment when necessary.
Please do not let your disability prevent you from enjoying
this Outdoor Buddies event!

Time is running out for registering for this great Outdoor
Buddies event. The registration deadline is August 1%,

So please go to the Outdoor Buddies website and
register now!

You can register using the form on page 9 of this
newsletter or online at:

http://outdoorbuddies.org/claysbenefit/
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Shooting Down the Stereotypes
By Colt Weber

As it slowly starts to warm up here in the mountains I'm
definitely getting excited to hike, backpack, and catch some
trout. But, I'm already starting to get excited for the fall
hunting seasons as well.

Fall 2017 was a good season for me. I brought down a
big pronghorn doe with a single shot at just over 200 yards
with my friend Jenna Rodriquez and Outdoor Buddies guides
Larry Sanford and Don Murtha in early November.

Jenna and Colt pose with Colt's pronghorn doe.

Jenna, Larry, and Colt pose for a group
photo with Colt's pronghorn.

This was my second pronghorn and the shot was about
twice the distance as the one in 2016.

Then in the very last days of November while out with my
friend Matt and Outdoor Buddies guides Steve Nichols and
Martie Brocko I finally brought down my first elk from only
50 yards away.

Needless to say I've been eating well and take quite a bit
of joy in skipping the butcher’s counter at the grocery store.
With so much good meat readily available I'’ve had quite a
few dinner guests this winter and spring. I've served
anything from tacos to stew to chili and so much more. When
I tell folks what kind of meat it is the usual question I get is,
“How does a blind guy go hunting?”

Colt and Matt are all smiles with Colt's cow elk.

It’'s been nearly six years since I lost my sight and
despite hiking hundreds of miles, summiting three l4ers,
spending several nights alone miles from the nearest paved
surface, pulling several trout out of the rivers and lakes each
year, and successfully bringing down large game I
constantly run into these kinds of questions.

To me it is so unfortunate that the general public seems
to have such low expectations for those of us with the so
called “physical disabilities”.

I eagerly await the day when the things that I and others
in similar situations have done is considered normal. This is
why organizations like Outdoor Buddies are so important.

With every crack of the rifle and cast of the line we are
not only enjoying the beauty and bounty of nature but we
also are serving as ambassadors and educators to the
public.

The more we get out there, the more people learn that
adventure is limited not by physical ability but rather
limited imagination.

Thanks to the generosity of the donors and the
volunteers Outdoor Buddies is enabling people to not only
challenge themselves but also alter the world’s perception.
Working together we are not just catching fish, hunting
game, and making new friends. We are shooting down the
stereotypes that have been placed in front of us.
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Where's My Ammo, Dad?

By Greg and Chantel Cresswell

It was a chilly December morning in Fort Collins
Colorado as my daughter Chantel and I got ready to go
hunt antelope Thanks to Craig Hunter and Outdoor
Buddies for the invitation to hunt in this area as we were
definitely looking forward to an unforgettable
experience. I have to tell you we were a little
concerned about the weather. It wasn’t the cold; it was
the wind, which meant we would have to hunt more
strategically.

As we pulled up to an area where we were to meet up
with Larry to sign some waivers Craig was going over
some information and instructions we needed for hurting
in this area, as we were a little early, and that’s when the
first little hiccups hit us. Craig suggested we get a
couple of shots off to see where Chantel’s rifle is sighted
in. Chantel says "where's my ammo dad?" I realized I
had left the boxes and my range finder in my truck back
at the motel 45 minutes away, but thanks to Larry who
just happened to have a box of .243 ammo in his truck
and humorously let us have them.

Now that we have all of the necessities we headed
out. Right away, not 20 minutes into the hunt we came
upon asmall herd. The wind was blowing pretty hard by
nowandaswe approached them it didn’t takethem
longto realize that we were athreat and they were gone.
So we proceeded up the road to where Craig said there
should be more animals. Sure enough we came upon
another small herd which would be the first of 4 stalkswe
madethisday.

The terrain was perfect for stalking, there were small
rolling hills that would come in handy as cover.
Unfamiliar with the vegetation inthis area Isoonfound out
the hard way that it had alot of cacti, so a crawling stalk
wouldn't work for this herd so we tried to get a better
positionandgotspotted. Needlesstosaytheyweregone.

It was still early, so we moved on to the next area.
‘We came up on a bluff where I asked Craig to stop so I
could just take a look off to the side. Sure enough there
were 4 antelope atthe bottomand movingto the southsoI
told Chantelwe needed to get ahead ofthem where we
could wait for them. We found a perfect spot in a small
void between 2 hills. We peeked over and saw them
comingsowe gotChantelsetuponthe sticks and waited
a couple of minutes. I waswhispering "herethey come,
take the second one", not knowing the sticks were alitle
high and she was struggling to get on the animal

It was gettingtense and I'm not sure what happened
but they spotted us and took off. I watched asthey ran
south over the next hill. Once again we were on to the
next.

Wefollowed these last 4 antelope over the hilland got
ahead of them surprisingly. With the wind blowing as
hardasitwas, guessingmaybe 20mphwith30mph gusts,
theantelope were stayinginthe valleys so Iwould credit
the wind possibly helping us get inthese good positions.
As we pulled upto the next hill,Chantel and Ionce again
got out to spot where these antelope were. We walked
up to the next hill and there they were just walking as if
nothinghappened. Againwe were ina greatspotwhere
we couldwaitforthemto come by.

Sure enough here they come, not sure of the yardage,
due to forgetting my range finder, but guessing I figure
150to 175yards.

Getting set up I wasn’t paying attention to Chantel
and her struggles with the tripod I just kept
whispering, "Take the second one, take the second
one".

All of a sudden they look right at us and GONE! I
thought I might have heard Chantel talk out loud and
when I asked her she said yes. Not happy by this point
after being on 2 other stalks, I asked why?? You don't
speak out bbud on a stalk. She said "the sticks were too
high". After realizing where the problem was, me with
my fingers in my ears, I didn’t hear her trying to whisper
to me. Another lesson learned;wait for the safety to come
off before plugging ears.

After being out there for about five hours and coming
across so many antelope I wasn’'t concerned any more
whether she would get one or not, just when, so we drove
back towards the entrance where we came in and
started spotting them. It wasn't long before we saw
movement and they were coming towards us. Wow this
was great! It gave us time to get set up and in a great
position. Chantel was excited, "I'm going to be patient
and quiet this time dad" she said. This was the best stalk
of the day because we were walking toward them as they
came toward us and with the hill giving us cover we
walked right in the middle of 3 different groups. Talk
about needing to be still and quiet, this was it. As you can
imagine with 3 groups of antelope around you one of
them was going to spot you and sure enough 2 groups
spotted us and took off, the third group got leery and
started walking more towards us and Chantel was ready this
time. She picked the one she wanted and as she squeezed
the trigger they spotted us and yet again GONE! Chantel
really felt the excitement with that stalk. She was all smiles
and bubbly and couldn't wait for the next one. As the
thought of not shooting an antelope this trip we were still
having a great time. We still had afew hours of daylight and
the antelopewerestill around.

Weheadedbacktoawaterholethatweliterally passed3
timestoday and aswe got closer we saw movement. Craig
was telling usto getreadyaswe got closer. We gotto aspot
around 200 yards and got out and Chantel got set upjust as
the herd started getting nervous and walking away. Craig
tells us to get in quickly so we could get closer. I was
concernedthat withthetruck moving closer itwouldspook
them but surprisingly it didn't. Again we got out and
Chantel got in position, got lined up on one then she turned
andstartedwalkingaway.

Just about that time 4 others got up from lying down and
thesewere closer,maybe 150yards. Notknowingif Chantel
saw them so I kept saying to her, closer, closer, take the
onecloser.

Just as she lined up on her she turned toward us.
Really???? So I told Chantel to punch her in the chest, 2
seconds later BOOM, one doe antelope down. Talk about an
exited 12 year old girl, I had one on my hands. "Did I get i,
did I get it?" she asked. Itran 20 yards and balled up. Yes
you did sweetheart.The wind seemed to calm down just long
enoughfor her to take the shot, what a blessing.

What anexperience we hadthat day. Iknow Chantel will
neverforget it. The best words that came from her afterwe
had field dressed it and deboned it was "I want to do that
again!!"

Thanks again Craig Hunter and Larry Sanford with
OutdoorBuddies, thiswas a greathunt!!!
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Do You Want to be an Outdoor
Buddies Volunteer or Do You Have
Access to Hunting Properties?

Outdoor Buddies continually strives to increase capacity
to assist disabled persons and youth. To do that it takes
increased numbers of qualified volunteers to carry out
Outdoor Buddies programs.

In addition to qualified volunteers, Outdoor Buddies needs
additional hunting properties where qualified helper/guides
can assist disabled members and youth hunters in their
pursuits of outdoor adventure experiences.

If you have interest in being a volunteer please contact
Outdoor Buddies Volunteer Coordinator, Steve Medberry, for
information on how to get started. You can reach Steve at
720.255.9453 or stevemedberry@gmail.com.

If you have information regarding potential hunting
properties please contact Dwaine Robey at 303.877.8584,
Larry Sanford at 970.218.5356, or Nick Filler at 719.359.3541.

We would appreciate your help!

Sight-In at
Green Mill Sportsman’s Club

By Wally Hunt

On Saturday, April 28" perfect weather, excellent expert
help and a congenial crowd made for a fun sight-in at the
Green Mill Sportsman’s Club. This organization donates two
sight-ins per year to Outdoor Buddies to use their excellent
facilities, and range officers offering excellent assistance and
spotting for our shooters in addition to providing a safe shoot.

This year we had a record 20 shooters and 5 Outdoor
Buddies helpers. Coffee, sodas, water, cookies and sweets
were provided by Outdoor Buddies and volunteers.

Thanks to the effort of the Green Mill volunteers, they
were able to contact David Zetting of Cabela’s and obtain a
donation of a $250.00 gift card. These volunteers used this
gift card to purchase items from Cabela’s which were prizes
given by a drawing to Outdoor Buddies shooters and
volunteers. All of them received at least one gift.

This event is the result of the work of Rich Cori and Pete
LaBella. These two persons convinced their Board that
donating two sight-ins per year to Outdoor Buddies was
consistent with their objectives as an organization.

Rich was a member of Green Mill Sportsman’s Club and a
member of the Outdoor Buddies Board of Directors and Pete
was an Officer at Green Mill Sportsman’s Club. Rich passed
away in July, 2015.

The club has carried on the tradition started by Pete and
Rich and calls these events Rich Cori Memorial Sight-Ins.

Rich Cori Memorial Sight-In

at
Green Mill Sportsman’s Club
July 28, 2018

By Wally Hunt

Green Mill Sportsman’s Club is hosting an Outdoor
Buddies sight-in at their facility to honor the memory of
Richard (Rich) Cori who passed away on July 28, 2015. Rich
was a staunch supporter of Outdoor Buddies and served on its
Board of Directors for several years.

The event will be held on Saturday, July 28™.

Only 30 persons can be accommodated at this event so
make your reservations soon. To reserve your spot at the
sight-in please contact Wally Hunt at (303) 985-2293 or
wdhunt1716@outlook.com.

There is no charge for the event and soft drinks, water,
doughnuts, etc. will be provided. There is electricity at the
ranges and hot coffee will be available.

Location — Go three miles west of I-25 (Exit 232) to Bonanza,
take first left at Green Mill Road (dirt road) and continue for %
mile to the facility.

Eligibility — Handi-Buddies (disabled persons) and Able-
Buddy helpers. Youth (under age 18) who possess a hunter
safety card are welcome, but must be accompanied by an
adult relative or guardian. Handi-Buddies will be given an
opportunity to shoot first before others.

Registration — Registration will begin at approximately 8:00
AM and shooting will start at approximately 9:00 AM. A valid
driver’s license, passport, or other photo identification is
required and a liability waiver must be completed by all
attendees.

Ranges - Rifle ranges with 25, 50, 100, and 200 yard targets
are available. A pistol range is also available. Range qualified
personnel will provide assistance. Targets, spotting scopes,
shooting benches, and sandbags are provided.

Eye and ear protection are required! If you do not have eye
and ear protection devices they will be available at the range.
Sporting rifles, handguns, and black powders guns are okay.
No fully automatic weapons will be allowed.
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Shown below are currently scheduled events. Other activities will be scheduled as appropriate.

Directors meeting at the
Thornton Cabela’s.

Non-board members are welcome;
please RSVP in advance.

Date Event/Location Description Contacts
June 10 Outdoor Buddies Family There will be free admittance, free Larry Sanford
Sunday Day at Swift Ponds. food, and lots of fishing, shooting, (970) 218-5356
Everyone is welcome! games and demonstrations. popslarrys@gmail.com
June 12 Outdoor Buddies Board of Board meeting starting at 6:30 PM. Dwaine Robey
Directors meeting at the Non-board members are welcome; (303) 877-8584
Thornton Cabela’s. please RSVP in advance. dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org
July 10 Outdoor Buddies Board of Board meeting starting at 6:30 PM. Dwaine Robey
Directors meeting at the Non-board members are welcome; (303) 877-8584
Lone Tree Cabela’s. please RSVP in advance. dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org
July 28 Rich Cori Memorial sight-in | Big bore and pistol ranges are Wally Hunt
at Green Mill Sportsman’s reserved starting at 8:00 AM. (303) 985-2293
Club wdhuntl716@outlook.com
2490 County Rd 3, Erie.
August 4 Outdoor Buddies Sporting All day fundraiser event at Colorado | Larry Sanford
Clays Event at Colorado Clays LLC (970) 218-5356
Clays Shooting Park near 13600 Lanewood Street opslarrys@gmail.com or
Brighton, Colorado. Brighton, Colorado. dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.or
August 14 Outdoor Buddies Board of Board meeting starting at 6:30 PM. Dwaine Robey

(303) 877-8584
dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org

September 11

Outdoor Buddies Board of
Directors meeting at the
Lone Tree Cabela’s.

Board meeting starting at 6:30 PM.
Non-board members are welcome;
please RSVP in advance.

Dwaine Robey
(303) 877-8584
dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org

September 15

Outdoor Buddies Fishing
Outing on the Cache la
Poudre River west of Fort
Collins. Directions will be
provided to those who
register with Larry Sanford.

Everyone is welcome. Outdoor
Buddies will provide lunch, soft
drinks, and fishing assistance for
those who want it. There will be two
Actiontrack wheelchairs available if
needed.

Larry Sanford
(970) 218-5356

opslarrys@gmail.com

November 13

Outdoor Buddies Board of
Directors meeting at the
Thornton Cabela’s.

Board meeting starting at 6:30 PM.
Non-board members are welcome;
please RSVP in advance.

Dwaine Robey
(303) 877-8584
dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org

December 11

Outdoor Buddies Board of
Directors meeting at the
Lone Tree Cabela’s.

Board meeting starting at 6:30 PM.
Non-board members are welcome;
please RSVP in advance.

Dwaine Robey
(303) 877-8584
dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org
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