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Celebrate the season of giving. Remember injured warriors and others who need our
help.
The holidays are a difficult time for far too many of our recovering veterans, other
disabled persons, and at-risk youth. Many are spending what should be a joyful time
struggling to readjust to life after experiencing traumatic experiences. Please join us to
continue to serve them and give them hope for the future by making a tax-deductible gift
today.
Year-end is almost here and many of us are considering making tax-deductible donations
to our favorite charitable organizations. I am planning to make a donation to Outdoor Buddies
to help offset expenses for programs they provide free of charge to deserving participants. I
hope many of you will do so also.
A good way to make a tax-deductible donation to Outdoor Buddies is through the Wet
Mountain Valley Community Foundation’s annual Spirit Campaign. That way, the Foundation
will match a portion of your donation. If you wish to do so, please print page 5 of this
newsletter and use the donation form to submit your donation. Please remember to make
your check payable to The WMV Community Foundation and mail it to them in time to be
received by December 31st.

Many Untold Stories
As I compile this newsletter, I cannot help but think about the many great outdoor
adventures that are continually happening with Outdoor Buddies members and volunteers
that so few people know about.
For example, during the past month Outdoor Buddies volunteers have conducted more
than thirty big game hunts for pronghorns, deer, and elk for disabled and youth hunters. Most
of these hunters were accompanied by one or more family members and/or friends. That
adds up to a lot of great times together in the outdoors and many, many lifetime memories. It
is impossible to put a value on these activities, but for many it is a life changing experience.
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“The positive experience, which many of our patients have received in working with
Outdoor Buddies, has significantly improved the quality of their lives.
For some of our patients who have struggled with the overwhelming demands of their
disability, the positive experience achieved through Outdoor Buddies has been the turning
point in giving them hope for the future.
We have been particularly impressed not only with the quality of the programs, but also
with the high priority given to safety in all of the activities in which Outdoor Buddies is
involved.
Outdoor Buddies is a wonderful organization, worthy of widespread community support.
We are proud to be associated with them.”
Mike Fordyce, President/CEO
Craig Hospital
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More Stories to Come!
Following are a few pictures from recent outings. We hope
to have stories related to these pictures in the next newsletter.

We got in the truck and tried to cut her off, but to no avail.
We then made the executive decision to go up on the ridge.
After learning that one of our fellow hunters had shot an
antelope, we spotted a group of around 15. We then followed
them and they ran into the valley, we followed.
After learning their route we intercepted them at the gate
to Soapstone.
As the most bizarre scene unfolded right in front of us,
they jogged right for us. When they stopped, completely
unscathed from my previous shot, I squeezed the trigger and
got my antelope for the second year.

Luke poses with the doe pronghorn.

I think that Outdoor Buddies is a great opportunity to get
youth and disabled hunters back out into the outdoors. I really
enjoyed this experience because it shows that we need more
youth hunters in the outdoors. I recommend this kind of hunt
to any youth hunters that want to harvest their own animals.
Thank you Dan Brown and Outdoor Buddies!

Tarryall Volunteers of the Month
By Jim Piper

December Antelope Hunt

We have had some great work done by volunteers at
Tarryall, building targets for the shooting range, and
constructing shelves for storage in the garage.

By Luke Schreiner

My 2017 Outdoor Buddies youth antelope hunt went
great!
To start off the hunt, we woke up at 6:15am to make the 45
minute drive to Meadow Springs Ranch on the edge of the
Wyoming-Colorado border.
Once arriving at the ranch, we congregated at the corral
and then went to the shooting range and shot a couple of
shots. After that, we went with a very experienced guide, Dan
Brown.
After driving a ways back, we spotted at least a couple
hundred antelope on the border of the ranch and the one
over, Soapstone.
After staying at the water tanks for a little while and
watching where the animals were going, we decided to single
out a lone doe.

Please join us in thanking Edgar Munoz and Charles
Jaramillo for spearheading these projects and supplying the
materials.
The target stands will come in handy for sighting-in and
the shelves are necessary for storage of tents and camping
equipment in the garage. For years we have been without
adequate shelves, and we can now keep our camping
supplies away from critters.
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Two Times Blessed
By Steve Medberry

I was blessed to have a successful elk hunt with Outdoor
Buddies this year. I am very grateful for the opportunity to go
out and enjoy some of the best elk country in the state, meet
some quality gentlemen and lifelong friends, and harvest a
cow with my own rifle. I had been lucky enough to receive a
spot on a hunt in early December, and was even able to bring
my wife along to enjoy the experience of hunting alongside
me on this particular trip.
On the weekend of December 8th, we set out on a cow hunt
on the Trapper Mine property, a sprawling expanse of hills,
gullies, draws, and blankets of oak brush providing a perfect
habitat for the herds of elk as they migrate away from the
winter snows. The snow had been light this season, but it had
been enough to finally get the elk moving. I greatly enjoyed
the chance to show my wife a glimpse of the world of hunting
that I love. She had never experienced anything like it
before, yet she showed a keen eye for spotting game early on
in our hunt.
On this particular trip, I hoped to serve both as a hunter
and as a volunteer. I had already been blessed with an elk
hunting opportunity this season, but had been able to come
up for a second chance at my elk, and for a chance to assist
my fellow hunters with handicaps to fill their tags as well. I
wanted to give back in response to the gift that I had been
given.
Our guides, most of who work at Trapper Mine, were
excellent company. They had a way of inviting me and the
other hunters into their fold with casual ease, and they treated
each of us as if they had known us for years. I was glad to be
able to ride along with several of them, as we scoured the
hills in search of elk. The morning hunt was exciting but
ultimately unsuccessful; no one in the group was able to make
a clean shot. But the elk were there; all we needed was the
right opportunity.
As luck would have it, that opportunity would come in the
late afternoon. I was hunting with Rob in his truck, and he
managed to spot a small cluster of cows down below us.
When we made our way down to them, the elk seemed to
become immediately uneasy, and they quickly began to
make their way up the ridge to fade from view. Just before
they crested the hill, I lined up a broadside shot and pressed
the trigger. We would later learn that it was a clean double
lung shot at 300 yards; the cow practically fell where she
stood.

I am thrilled that I was able to harvest a cow this year, and
am grateful to Outdoor Buddies for the opportunity. Yet, my
favorite memory of this hunt came after we had already
returned to Thornton the following day. In my excitement, I
ended up misplacing a bag of clothing and gear, and left it
behind back in Craig. However, I had exchanged numbers
with my new friend Todd during the hunt, so I called him to
see if he could bring the bag down with him when he left for
home. He lives very close to me, so it was a simple matter to
stop by his house to recover the bag after he got home.
When I went to see him, we got to catch up about the hunt,
pray together, and plan to spend more time together in the
near future.
I am grateful for the success I experienced on this hunt—
game in the freezer, a new experience for my wife, and the
chance to connect and bond with other hunters like Todd. I
am excited to spend more time participating with and serving
alongside Outdoor Buddies.
Happy holidays, everyone!

Outdoor Buddies Raffles
By Terry Gleason

An important part of the Outdoor Buddies annual
fundraising effort is the raffle ticket sales leading up to the
annual banquet. Again this year we are offering an
outstanding selection of raffle prizes, thanks in part to some of
our sponsors including Cabela’s.
A description of each of the five raffles offered by Outdoor
Buddies is shown on pages 6 and 7 of this newsletter.
As you can see the raffle prizes highlighted on the sale
posters offer something for every sportsperson!
We must have a successful raffle season to allow us to
continue and hopefully expand Outdoor Buddies programs
for handi buddies and our youth
We request that members of the Outdoor Buddies family
be generous in purchasing raffle tickets thru the mail or by
contacting a member of the Outdoor Buddies Board of
Directors listed in this newsletter.
To purchase your raffle tickets through the mail, send your
request and check to:
Outdoor Buddies
%Terry Gleason, Secretary
7710 South Lakeview Street
Littleton, CO 80120
Or contact Terry by phone at 303-868-2579.
If each of our members purchased one ticket, it would be
a tremendous boost to our annual fundraising effort!
Remember Outdoor Buddies is an all-volunteer
organization. We have no paid staff and very low expenses.
All funds raised go directly to helping us complete our
mission as we have for nearly thirty-five years.
Please support Outdoor Buddies and help us continue our
tradition of providing memorable outdoor experiences to our
disabled and youth.
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Outdoor Buddies is
managed by its Board
of Directors.
Board Members are
shown below:
Dwaine Robey
Executive Director
303-877-8584

Outdoor Buddies Newsletter Publisher: Outdoor Buddies, Inc.
Editor: Dwaine Robey

Outdoor Buddies Mission:

Christopher Nowak
Treasurer
303-717-7159

Improve the quality of life by
providing opportunities, through a
volunteer organization, for those
who have been deprived of enjoying
outdoor experiences. These
opportunities are available to all
with no additional costs (other than
personal expenses) and no
discrimination due to race, color,
creed, religion, sex, or family
status.

Terry Gleason
Secretary
303-868-2579

Why They Call It Hunting

Larry Sanford
President
970-218-5356
Nicholas Filler
Vice President
720-644-4842

Shai Bardfield
Director
254-630-6447
Eric Enstrom
Director
303-548-9681
Tony Hodges
Director
303-523-0583
James Lowry
Director
713-248-9001
Jim Piper
Director
303-932-1209
Dustin Robey
Director
303-515-9777
Frederick Solheim
Director-Warriors on
Cataract
303-818-7600

By Darrell Bowen

On Wednesday November 15, I along with
my assistant Dave Remus met our guides Steve
Nichols and Marti Brocko in Estes Park to
begin our three day elk hunt in the area.
We started out on the north end of our
allocated hunting areas and immediately saw
4 bulls, one a very nice six point.
I had a cow tag. Throughout our morning
hunt we saw numerous bulls. No cows. We
did encounter cows along the south end of the
golf course. Unfortunately, they were in an
area where we could not hunt.
Day two revealed the same results. We
saw the same bulls, but no cows except on the
golf course.
On day three we went out for one last
chance to fill my tag.
We did see a couple of bulls on property
we could hunt, but, alas, no cows.
However, as we were returning to Estes
Park, we spotted a small group of cows with
two bulls not far from the road on property we
once had access to. So, unfortunately, my elk
hunt ended with no elk.
My guides for this adventure, Steve
Nichols, Martie Brocko and Jerry Spangler
were very knowledgeable about the area and
the
locations
for
possible
hunting
opportunities.
I can’t thank them enough for their help.
I wish to thank Outdoor Buddies for getting
me this hunt and hope to do it again in the
future.
Not all hunts are successful, that’s why they
call it hunting.

Outdoor Buddies members are
encouraged to submit input for the
newsletter.
Submit newsletter input by the 15th
of each month to be included in that
month’s newsletter.
Please send newsletter input
via E-mail to:
dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org

Make Plans to Attend the
2018 Outdoor Buddies
Banquet
It is not too early to think about attending
the annual Outdoor Buddies Fundraiser
Banquet. The 2018 banquet celebrates thirtyfour years of community service by Outdoor
Buddies.
The
banquet will
be held at the
Hyatt
Regency
AuroraDenver
Conference
Center
in
The Hyatt Regency AuroraAurora
on
Denver Conference Center
Saturday,
April 21st.
The Conference center is located at 13200
East 14th Place in Aurora.
Banquet tickets are available now and can
be purchased from the Outdoor Buddies
website at: www.outdoorbuddies.org.
Banquet tickets purchased will be held at
“will call” and will be available upon arrival at
the banquet.
All funds raised at the annual event go
towards helping Outdoor Buddies continue its
programs to improve the quality of life for
youth and persons with disabilities.
Attending the annual fundraiser banquet is
a great way to show your support and it is
always a lot of fun! Your participation at the
banquet can help to make a big change to
someone’s life.
Please plan to attend and pass on the
invitation to others who would like to
contribute towards this good cause.
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The 14TH Annual Community Spirit Campaign Is Underway
The Wet Mountain Valley Community Foundation is proud to sponsor the annual
Community Spirit Campaign, a matching gift project to benefit local nonprofit
organizations beginning each November. The Foundation contributes matching funds,
augmented by donations from other foundations and individuals. Donations are used to
match private contributions made to valley and county nonprofits when received by
December 31 of each year.
How can I donate?
Donors wishing to take advantage of matching funds for their favorite local organizations must use the donor form shown below.
Make checks out to the Wet Mountain Valley Community Foundation (or WMVCF), and please note the nonprofit organization and
the amount you wish to go to that organization on the donor form. The maximum amount that will be matched is $1,000 per family
and/or business. You are welcome to spread your donation to more than one nonprofit, or just one -- it's your call.
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Outdoor Buddies Raffles
To purchase raffle tickets please contact Terry Gleason at 303-868-2579 or terryjgleason@gmail.com.
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Upcoming Events Calendar
Shown below are currently scheduled events. Other activities will be scheduled as appropriate.
Date

Event/Location

Description

Contacts

January 9

Outdoor Buddies Board of
Directors meeting at Bass
Pro Shops located at
7970 Northfield Blvd,
Denver.

Board meeting starting at 6:30 PM.
Non-board members are welcome;
please RSVP in advance.

Dwaine Robey
(303) 877-8584
dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org

January 11-14

International Sportsmen’s
Expo at the Colorado
Convention Center.

Outdoor Buddies will staff a booth at
the Expo.

Dwaine Robey
(303) 877-8584
dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org

February 3

Outdoor Buddies Ice
Fishing Outing at Tarryall
Reservoir.

Outdoor Buddies volunteers will
coordinate ice fishing activities from
9am to 3pm. A free lunch will be
provided.

Jim Piper
(303) 514-8944
geopros@q.com

February 13

Outdoor Buddies Board of
Directors meeting at the
Lone Tree Cabela’s.

Board meeting starting at 6:30 PM.
Non-board members are welcome;
please RSVP in advance.

Dwaine Robey
(303) 877-8584
dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org

March 13

Outdoor Buddies Board of
Directors meeting at the
Thornton Cabela’s.

Board meeting starting at 6:30 PM.
Non-board members are welcome;
please RSVP in advance.

Dwaine Robey
(303) 877-8584
dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org

March 24

Outdoor Buddies Pheasant
Hunt at Drake Land Farms
near Goodrich, Colorado.

All day event starting at 9:00 AM.
Lunch will be served. Shooting is
reserved for disabled members,
except for “back-up” shooters.

Dwaine Robey
(303) 877-8584
dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org

April 10

Outdoor Buddies Board of
Directors meeting at the
Hyatt Regency Conference
Center located at 13200
East 14th Place in Aurora.

Board meeting starting at 6:30 PM.
Non-board members are welcome;
please RSVP in advance.

Dwaine Robey
(303) 877-8584
dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org

April 21

Outdoor Buddies 2018
Banquet at the Hyatt
Regency Conference
Center located at 13200
East 14th Place in Aurora

Mark your calendar.
Annual fundraiser banquet at the
Hyatt Regency Aurora-Denver
Conference Center.
Tickets available from the Outdoor
Buddies website.

Dwaine Robey
(303) 877-8584
dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org

April 28

Rich Cori Memorial sight-in
at Green Mill Sportsman’s
Club
2490 County Rd 3, Erie.

Big bore and pistol ranges are
reserved starting at 8:00 AM.

Wally Hunt
(303) 985-2293
wdhunt1716@outlook.com

June 9

Outdoor Buddies Family
Day at Swift Ponds.
Everyone is welcome!

There will be free admittance, free
food, and lots of fishing, shooting,
games and demonstrations.

Larry Sanford
(970) 218-5356
popslarrys@gmail.com

July 28

Rich Cori Memorial sight-in
at Green Mill Sportsman’s
Club
2490 County Rd 3, Erie.

Big bore and pistol ranges are
reserved starting at 8:00 AM.

Wally Hunt
(303) 985-2293
wdhunt1716@outlook.com

August 4

Outdoor Buddies Sporting
Clays Event at Colorado
Clays Shooting Park near
Brighton, Colorado.

All day fundraiser event at Colorado
Clays LLC
13600 Lanewood Street
Brighton, Colorado.

Larry Sanford
(970) 218-5356
popslarrys@gmail.com or
dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.or

September 15

Outdoor Buddies Fishing
Outing on the Cache la
Poudre River west of Fort
Collins. Directions will be
provided to those who
register with Larry Sanford.

Everyone is welcome. Outdoor
Buddies will provide lunch, soft
drinks, and fishing assistance for
those who want it. There will be two
Actiontrack wheelchairs available if
needed.

Larry Sanford
(970) 218-5356
popslarrys@gmail.com
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