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Volunteer Corner 
By Dan Brown, Volunteer Committee 

 

Persons interested in 

volunteering for any of the up-

coming Outdoor Buddies 

events please contact Dan 

Brown at 843-816-0901 or 
fk15pts@yahoo.com. 

Contents An Elk Hunt Above and Beyond 
By Don Coxsey 

 

An Elk hunt above and beyond what I could ever have hoped or dreamed came true for me 

on December 3, 2016 in Craig, Colorado! 

My story begins 14 years ago when a motorcycle accident left me as a complete 

paraplegic.  It took a while, but I continued hunting whitetail deer. An elk hunt seemed 

completely out of reach. 

After talking to Dwaine Robey of Outdoor Buddies for the past 3 years, he convinced me it 

was doable, to quote him, “we do it all the time”. I finally had the confidence to apply and made 

it to Craig. 

We started our day out with an awesome breakfast at Cool Water Grill and then headed out 

to Trapper Mining Inc.  As my guides Greg, Nick & Leeland helped get me up into the truck, the 

sun had just started to rise and that’s when somebody yelled “we’ve got elk spotted.” 

Driving up the mountain, my guides asked me how comfortable are you shooting at 300 

yards?  I said, “I’m good and I’d even like to try 500”. 

After high fives and fists bumps all around, Greg drove us up to a spot where we ranged 

200 elk at 1800-2000 yards moving up the other side of the canyon, not a mile from where we 

started. 

After helping guide the other two hunting parties to their intercept points, we started 

moving up the mountain.  We had gone about 50-70 yards and suddenly Greg hits the brakes, 

points out the window right below us and asked “What about those right there?” 

I was already on them and had settled my crosshairs on the lead cow of 6 as they ran for 

cover. Nick immediately began reading off ranges as they were running “368, 382, 410, 478 

yards.”  My cow stopped at the edge of the ravine to see if they were being pursued, 

presenting me with a broadside shot, Nick called out 481, a half second later BOOM! 

She had made her last mistake! 

She stumbled off into the ravine and out of sight.  As we watched, we counted the other 5 

come out on the other side of the ravine; we knew the 30-378 Weatherby had done its job. 

Several minutes go by, and then I 

spot her stumbling coming up out of the 

ravine on the other side, lying down as 

soon as she got to the top at over 600 

yards, but kept her head up for a while. 

She tried twice to get up when Greg 

says “hold on!” and takes off up the 

mountain to get up above her, hits the 

brakes and says “how’s that?” Nick 

ranging instantaneously; 356 yards, 

BOOM, perfect head shot.  

When we drove up to her, I had no 

idea how big this cow was! I was happy 

just to see her from the truck and asked 

for a couple of pictures, when my 

guides told me, “Oh no, you’re getting 

out, that’s what we’re here for.” 

A 45 minute hunt from the parking 

lot and a 2 hour photo shoot in a foot of 

snow! Wow, what a hunt!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nick, Christiane, and Don pose with Don's cow elk. 
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My Elk Hunt in the Estes Valley 
By Tom Eckrich 

 

On the morning of December 14th I left my home in 

Loveland to meet up with Steve Nichols & Martie Brocko to 

hunt for a cow elk. My friend Bill Morris a Vietnam veteran 

was also with me. We had to go through Lyons to get to the 

Estes Park area as US 34 is closed until next spring. 

We met at the Police Department parking lot and 

discussed our plans to pursue a cow elk. 

I was informed that the hunting had not been very good 

lately. There had been no elk taken the previous year and 

none so far this year. 

I was driving and everyone else squeezed into my truck. 

We started out to hunt and almost immediately started to see 

elk all along the road and around houses. As we got closer to 

where we could shoot, we noticed the herd was moving in the 

right direction. After getting ahead of the elk we set up along 

the edge of the property where we had permission to hunt. 

It seemed like a long time before we could see any 

animals. They were grazing away and moving slowly.  I was 

getting nervous waiting for a shot at one of the many cows in 

front of me. 

One cow jumped over the fence and started drinking from 

a stock tank. It seemed like she was drinking it dry. We then 

saw she was just licking ice covering the water. 

More elk started to jump the fence and our choices 

increased. Steve spotted a young cow that was by itself and 

told me to take a shot. I shot and she just stood there then 

started walking toward the herd, but she was hit and couldn't 

move very well. Steve said I should take another shot which 

knocked her down and it was all over. The time was 8:05. 

I had all the right equipment in my truck, sharp knives, 

rope, water, and paper towels. We dressed out the cow, and 

then we went to get Steve’s truck. Steve had a board that we 

used to slide the elk onto my truck. We did not want to have a 

problem with dogs getting into the gut pile and making a 

mess so we bagged up the gut pile and hauled it away. 

After all was done we had breakfast, said our thanks, and 

headed for the processor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I would like to thank Outdoor Buddies for giving me the 

opportunity to hunt and enjoy Colorado outdoor activities. I 

especially want to thank Steve, Martie, and Bill for all their 

great help. 

 

 

 

 

What an Elk!! And NO DOUBT I HAD DRAWN THE A-

TEAM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then they went to work field dressing her. It took all 3 

men to load her in the back of the Ranger.  Wow, what an Elk!! 

We spent the rest of the morning spotting elk for the other 

guides then met up with everyone and had lunch at the Elk 

Mountain Restaurant in Craig. Great place to eat.  

What great fellowship, great friendships…Priceless. 

I would be remiss if I did not express my heartfelt 

gratitude to my beautiful, wonderful wife, Christiane, who was 

by my side helping me throughout this phenomenal 

adventure. Her love and support is what makes me feel like 

Superman; she is truly a God send in my life!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

I want to thank these volunteers for making a lifelong 

dream come true! Thank you Dwaine Robey, Nick Filler of 

Outdoor Buddies, Rob Sovine, Greg Brewer and Leeland 

Mishke of Trapper Mining Inc. 

Y’ALL ARE AWESOME!! 

 

 

 

 

 

Greg, Don, Leland, and Nick take a break before loading Don’s 

elk into Leland’s UTV.  

A happy Don, in the truck, gives his "thumbs up" to his helpers, 

Greg, Christiane, and Nick. 
Tom quickly got his elk to the meat processor to be made 

ready for his dinner table. 
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Outdoor Buddies Mission: 

 

Improve the quality of life by 

providing opportunities, through a 

volunteer organization, for those 

who have been deprived of enjoying 

outdoor experiences. These 

opportunities are available to all 

with no additional costs (other than 

personal expenses) and no 

discrimination due to race, color, 

creed, religion, sex, or family 

status. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outdoor Buddies Newsletter Publisher: Outdoor Buddies, Inc. 

Editor: Dwaine Robey 

 
Outdoor Buddies members are 

encouraged to submit input for the 
newsletter. 

 

Submit newsletter input by the 15th 

of each month to be included in that 

month’s newsletter. 

 

Please send newsletter input            

via E-mail to: 

dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org 
 

Outdoor Buddies is 

managed by its Board 

of Directors. 

 
Board Members are 

shown below: 

Dwaine Robey 

Executive Director 

303-877-8584 

Larry Sanford 

President 

970-218-5356 

Dustin Robey 

Vice President 

303-515-9777 

James Lowry 

Vice President 

713-248-9001 

Wally Hunt 

Treasurer 

303-985-2293 

Christal Bardfield 

Secretary 

719-580-6366 

Daniel Brown 

Director 

843-816-0901 

Nicholas Filler 

Director 

720-644-4842 

Terry Gleason 

Director 

303-868-2579 

Jim Piper 

Director 

303-932-1209 

Gina Robinson 

Director 

303-619-4683 

Frederick Solheim 

Director-Warriors on 

Cataract 

303-818-7600 

 

 

 

 

Executive Director’s 

Comments 
By Dwaine Robey 

 

A belated Happy New 

Year to everyone! 

The Outdoor Buddies 

booth at the International 

Sportsmen’s Exposition (ISE) 

was a busy place again this 

year. We extend our thanks 

to Colorado Parks and 

Wildlife for providing our 

booth in their Youth Fair 

Exhibit at the ISE. 

The ISE was held at the Colorado Convention 

Center in Denver January 12 through 15. 

The January Outdoor Buddies Board of 

Directors meeting will be held on Wednesday, 

January 25th at the Thornton Cabela’s beginning 

at 6:00pm. Board meetings are open to 

members. Please RSVP in advance with Dwaine 

Robey. 
 

2017 Big Game Hunt Requests 

Now is the time for disabled members to 

submit 2017 big game hunt requests. 

Big game hunt requests can be submitted via 

the Outdoor Buddies website at: 

http://outdoorbuddies.org/join/ 
 

Tarryall Reservoir Ice Fishing – February 4th  

Outdoor Buddies is hosting an ice fishing 

outing at Tarryall state Wildlife Area on 

Saturday, February 4th and you are invited. 

Please see the event flyer on page 5 for more 

information. 

If you have suggestions or comments, you 

are encouraged to contact any of the Outdoor 

Buddies board members. 

You can reach me at: (303) 877-8584 or 

dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org. 

 
 

 
 

From the President 
By Larry Sanford 

 

Can you believe it is 

already 2017! There were a 

lot of great memories made 

by Outdoor Buddies 

members in 2016 and we 

expect even more this year. 

Please take a look at the 

Upcoming Events Calendar 

on page 9 and find some 

activities that are of interest 

to you. 

Outdoor Buddies board members and 

volunteers have been making plans for this 

year’s fundraiser events as well as all the other 

fun outdoor activities like two family days, one 

in Westcliffe and the other at Swift Ponds 

between Fort Collins and Loveland. There will 

also be several fishing events on the Poudre 

River, Tarryall Reservoir, and other locations 

throughout the year. 

I would like to invite all of you to please get 

involved and volunteer to help make each of 

these events a great success. If you are 

interested please contact the coordinator for the 

event or any one of the board members. 

Thank you for the continued support from all 

of you who have been with us for years as well 

as those of you who are new to Outdoor 

Buddies! 

Take a look at the activities we have planned 

for this year and invite your friends and family 

to enjoy the event with you. The fundraisers 

help us to have the adaptive equipment we need 

to get disabled men, women and youth back in 

the outdoors! 

I hope to see you all at the Outdoor Buddies 

ice fishing outing at Tarryall Reservoir on 

February 4th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org
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My Recent Pronghorn Hunt 
By Tim Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fortunately, I was able to draw a doe pronghorn tag for 

Meadow Springs Ranch. 

I've hunted there before and always loved it! This time my 

uncle came with me and we met Outdoor Buddies Hunt 

Coordinator, Don Reid, at the ranch. 

It was a beautiful day and there were a few other hunters 

there. We did some practice shooting to make sure our rifles 

were sited in. 

Afterwards I was introduced to my guide and buddy for the 

day, CJ Ellis. 

I got into the back seat of our truck behind CJ who was 

driving and we headed off. 

We didn't have to drive far before we started to see animals. 

We saw two big groups that merged into one big group. 

We got into position and picked out a good doe I had to wait 

a while for her to turn broadside and for other animals to clear. 

Then I took the shot at about 100 yards. 

She went down immediately! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CJ field dressed it and we brought it backed to camp. We 

skinned it out and my uncle and I were able to head back to 

Denver in time to make it to Steve's Meats to get it processed. 

CJ was awesome and as always I had a great time and 

another great experience! My Uncle had a great time too. 

Once again, Thanks to Outdoor Buddies!!! 
 

Editor’s note: Tim Smith, who lives in Denver, is a young man who 

was born with Spina Bifida and uses a wheelchair because of 

paralysis of his lower extremities. He has been a member of 

Outdoor Buddies since 2006 and has participated in several 

activities with Outdoor Buddies in the past.   

Big Game Hunt Committee Update 
By Larry Sanford 

 

Outdoor Buddies has had some great outdoor adventures in 

2016! Antelope hunters had a great year with most of the 

hunters taking home meat for the freezer. 

We are still conducting the last of the 2016 season’s deer 

and elk hunts. 

Now is the time to start planning 2017 big game hunts. 

Disabled members who want to participate in Outdoor Buddies 

sponsored big game hunts in 2017 need to submit an online big 

game hunt request via the Outdoor Buddies website. You can 

submit your request at:  http://outdoorbuddies.org/join/ 

Early submission of your hunt request gives the Outdoor 

Buddies big game hunt committee time to match your request 

with available hunting opportunities prior to the April CPW 

deadline for license applications. Early submission of your hunt 

request increases the likelihood of being selected for a hunt. 

Please notify us if you know of any land owners who may 

give us permission to hold an Outdoor Buddies hunt on their 

property. You can contact one of the following members of the 

big game hunt committee; Larry Sanford, Dwaine Robey, Jim 

Piper, or Dan Brown. 

I look forward to seeing you in the field and reading your 

stories about your hunt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make Plans to Attend the 2017 

Outdoor Buddies Banquet 
 

You are cordially invited to attend the annual Outdoor 

Buddies Fundraiser Banquet. The 2017 banquet celebrates 
thirty-three years of community service by Outdoor Buddies. 

The 2017 banquet will be held at the Hyatt Regency Aurora 

Denver Conference Center in Aurora on Saturday, April 22nd.  

Banquet tickets can be purchased using the forms included 

on pages 6 and 7 in this newsletter or from the Outdoor Buddies 

website at: www.outdoorbuddies.org. 

The funds raised in this event shall go towards helping 

Outdoor Buddies to continue its programs to improve the 

quality of life for youth and persons with disabilities. 

Your participation at the banquet can help to make a big 

change to someone’s life. 

Please plan to attend and pass on the invite to others who 
would like to contribute towards this good cause. 

Tim poses with his plump Pronghorn doe. 

http://outdoorbuddies.org/join/
http://www.outdoorbuddies.org/
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Save the date – 2017 Outdoor Buddies Banquet 
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The winner will be drawn at the Outdoor Buddies banquet on April 22, 2017 
Do not need to be present to win! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please contact Terry Gleason to purchase your raffle tickets 

303-868-2579 or terryjgleason@gmail.com 

  

mailto:terryjgleason@gmail.com
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Shown below are currently scheduled events. Other activities will be scheduled as appropriate. 
 

Date Event/Location Description Contacts 

October 1 through 

January 31 

Pronghorn, deer, and elk 

hunts in various Colorado 

locations. 

Previously scheduled hunts will 

continue throughout the big game 

hunting seasons. 

Larry Sanford 

(970) 218-5356 

popslarrys@gmail.com 

January 25 Outdoor Buddies Board of 

Directors meeting at the 

Thornton Cabela’s store. 

Board meeting starting at 6:00 PM. 

Non-board members are welcome; 

please RSVP in advance. 

Dwaine Robey 

(303) 877-8584 

dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org 

February 4 Outdoor Buddies Ice 

Fishing Outing at Tarryall 

Reservoir. 

Outdoor Buddies volunteers will 

coordinate ice fishing activities from 

9am to 3pm. A free lunch will be 

provided. 

Jim Piper 

(303) 514-8944 

geopros@q.com 

April 22 Outdoor Buddies 2017 

Banquet at the Hyatt 

Regency Conference 

Center located at 13200 

East 14th Place in Aurora, 

Colorado. 

Mark your calendar. 

Annual fundraiser banquet at the 

Hyatt Regency Aurora-Denver 

Conference Center. 

Tickets will go on sale in January. 

Dwaine Robey 

(303) 877-8584 

dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org 

April 29 Rich Cori Memorial sight-in 

at Green Mill Sportsman’s 

Club 

2490 County Rd 3, Erie. 

Big bore and pistol ranges are 

reserved starting at 8:00 AM. 

Wally Hunt 

(303) 985-2293 

wdhunt1716@outlook.com 

May 13 Outdoor Buddies Family 

Day at A Painted View 

Ranch in Westcliffe. 

There will be free admittance, free 

food, and lots of games and 

demonstrations. Everyone is 

welcome! 

Dwaine Robey 

(303) 877-8584 

dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org 

 

June – September Outdoor Buddies fishing 

outings at Tarryall State 

Wildlife Area. 

Outdoor Buddies volunteers will 

coordinate fishing activities at 

Tarryall using leased properties and 

Tarryall Reservoir. 

Jim Piper 

(303) 514-8944 

geopros@q.com 

Ivan Brooks 

(719) 783-4011 

nakaibrooks@gmail.com 

Dan Brown 

(843) 816-0901 

fk15pts@yahoo.com 

June 10 Outdoor Buddies Family 

Day at Swift Ponds. 

Everyone is welcome! 

There will be free admittance, free 

food, and lots of fishing, shooting, 

games and demonstrations. 

Larry Sanford 

(970) 218-5356 

popslarrys@gmail.com 

July 14 2017 Outdoor Buddies Golf 

Tournament at 

Green Valley Ranch Golf 

Course. 

The format for the tournament is a 

scramble with a shotgun start. Entry 

fee includes cart, range balls, silent 

auction, prizes, buffet lunch, 

contests, and fun. 

Dustin Robey 

(303) 515-9777 

dustindrobey@gmail.com 

 

August 5 Rich Cori Memorial sight-in 

at Green Mill Sportsman’s 

Club 

2490 County Rd 3, Erie. 

Big bore and pistol ranges are 

reserved starting at 8:00 AM. 

Wally Hunt 

(303) 985-2293 

wdhunt1716@outlook.com 

August 5 Outdoor Buddies Sporting 

Clays Event at Colorado 

Clays Shooting Park near 

Brighton, Colorado. 

All day fundraiser event at Colorado 

Clays LLC 

13600 Lanewood Street 

Brighton, Colorado. 

Larry Sanford 

(970) 218-5356 

popslarrys@gmail.com or 

Dwaine Robey 

(303) 877-8584 

dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org 

 

Upcoming Events Calendar 
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