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Volunteer Corner
By Dan Brown, Volunteer Committee

Persons
interested
in
volunteering for any of the upcoming
Outdoor
Buddies
events please contact Dan
Brown at 843-816-0901 or
fk15pts@yahoo.com.
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Come to Outdoor Buddies Sporting Clays Benefit at
Colorado Clays Shooting Park - Saturday, August 6th
The second annual Outdoor Buddies Sporting Clays Benefit will be held on Saturday,
August 6th at Colorado Clays Shooting Park. Colorado Clays Shooting Park is located at
13600 Lanewood Street, Brighton, CO. Everyone is invited to participate.
As you may know, Outdoor Buddies is an all-volunteer nonprofit organization, relying on
able bodied volunteers to help disabled individuals and disadvantaged youths enjoy the best
of what Colorado natural resources have to offer. Funds raised from this event will be used to
acquire adaptive equipment and other supplies needed to continue and expand Outdoor
Buddies programs.
After all the shooting is done, there will be an awards
ceremony and silent and live auctions. All participants at the
event will be treated to a barbequed whole hog meal with
all the trimmings!
We are requesting your help in publicizing this event by
asking your fellow sportspersons to register and participate
if they can. You can find more information about this event
and register online from the Outdoor Buddies website at
www.outdoorbuddies.org. Please help make this a great
event for Outdoor Buddies.
We encourage beginning sporting clays shooters to get involved in this event. Do not be
afraid of being embarrassed; we guarantee you will have fun!
Outdoor Buddies is offering a South Africa Hunting
Safari for Two (2) Hunters valued at $6,200 to be sold at
auction at the Sporting Clays Benefit.
Bidding for this hunting safari package is now open!
We will accept bids via phone call prior to August 6th and
additional bids can be made at the Sporting Clays Benefit
where the winning bidder will be determined.
To place your bid by phone, please contact Dwaine
Robey at (303) 877-8584.
This plains game hunt originates in the town of
Hoedspruit (HDS) and the natural African Big 5 areas. The
beautiful upscale lodge is just a 20-minute drive from the
airport (HDS) and just 10–20 minutes’ drives to some of the
best plains game hunting in South Africa. You will be able
to hunt species such as kudu, gemsbuck, impala,
wildebeest, nyala, eland and warthog, just to name a few.
The trip includes all food and lodging, as well as the
services of a professional hunter, trackers and skinners,
and transportation from the Hoedspruit airport and back.
Please see Page 7 of this newsletter for more
information about this fabulous South Africa Hunting Safari
package.
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Outdoor Buddies acknowledges and expresses
thanks to the following sponsors and contributors
to the 2016 Fundraiser Banquet:

Rich Cori Memorial Sight-In
at

Green Mill Sportsman’s Club
August 6, 2016
By Wally Hunt

Rich Cori

Green Mill Sportsman’s Club is hosting an Outdoor
Buddies sight-in at their facility to honor the memory of
Richard (Rich) Cori who passed away on July 28, 2015. Rich
was a staunch supporter of Outdoor Buddies and served on its
Board of Directors for several years.
Only 30 persons can be accommodated at this event so
make your reservations soon. To reserve your spot at the
sight-in please contact Wally Hunt at (303) 985-2293 or
wdhunt1716@outlook.com.
There is no charge for the event and soft drinks, water,
doughnuts, etc. will be provided. There is no electricity at the
ranges, so if you wish hot coffee or tea, you should bring your
own.
Location – Go three miles west of I-25 (Exit 232) to Bonanza,
take first left at Green Mill Road (dirt road) and continue for ¾
mile to the facility.
Eligibility – Handi-Buddies (disabled persons) and AbleBuddy helpers. Youth (under age 18) who possess a hunter
safety card are welcome, but must be accompanied by an
adult relative or guardian. Handi-Buddies will be given an
opportunity to shoot first before others.
Registration – Registration will begin at approximately 8:30
AM and shooting will start at approximately 9:00 AM. A valid
driver’s license, passport, or other photo identification is
required and a liability waiver must be completed by all
attendees.
Ranges – Rifle ranges with 25, 50, 100, and 200 yard targets
are available. A pistol range is also available. Range qualified
personnel will provide assistance. Targets, spotting scopes,
shooting benches, and sandbags are provided.
Eye and ear protection are required! If you do not have eye
and ear protection devices they will be available at the range.
Sporting rifles, handguns, and black powders guns are okay.
No fully automatic weapons will be allowed.
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Outdoor Buddies is
managed by its Board
of Directors.
Voting Board
Members are shown
below:
Dwaine Robey
Executive Director
303-877-8584
Larry Sanford
President
970-218-5356
Dustin Robey
Vice President
303-515-9777
James Lowry
Vice President
713-248-9001
Gina Robinson
Treasurer
303-619-4683
Christal Bardfield
Director
719-580-6366
Daniel Brown
Director
843-816-0901
Nicholas Filler
Director
720-644-4842
Jim Piper
Director
303-932-1209
Frederick Solheim
Director-Warriors on
Cataract
303-818-7600

Outdoor Buddies Newsletter Publisher: Outdoor Buddies, Inc.
Editor: Dwaine Robey

Outdoor Buddies Mission:
“Provide opportunities, through a
volunteer organization, for those who
have been deprived of enjoying
outdoor experiences.”
These opportunities are available to
all, with no cost, other than personal
expenses, and no discrimination due
to race, color, creed, religion, sex, or
family status.

Outdoor Buddies members are
encouraged to submit input for the
newsletter.
Submit newsletter input by the 15th of
each month to be included in that
month’s newsletter.
Please send newsletter input
via E-mail to:
dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org

Outdoor Buddies Family Day at Swift Ponds
By Larry and Penelope Sanford
The past, present
and future should
have been the theme
for
this
year’s
Outdoor
Buddies
Family Day at Swift
Ponds.
We thank the Swift
family and Colorado
Youth Outdoors for
transforming
and
maintaining
these
ponds as a place
where relationships
can
flourish
and
organizations
with
like
missions
of
getting people in the
outdoors
through
traditional
recreational activities
can enjoy the great
environment!
This annual Outdoor Buddies Family Day has
been held at Swift Ponds for the last 30 plus
years! Wow, what an honor to be a part of an
organization like Outdoor Buddies that has such
a well anchored history! It’s up to all of us to do
our part for the future!
Men such as Sid Sellers, Louis Swift, and Jack
Jonas are no longer with us in body, but their
dedication to the mission of Outdoor Buddies
and their spirit lives on through events like
Family Day at Swift Ponds.
The day started out with volunteers setting
up the different activities throughout the area.
There was fishing, trap shooting, BB gun
shooting, horseshoes, archery, and of course
lots of food.

People started showing up through the front
gate at 8:30 AM. Members who have been
enjoying family day, year after year, usually
have a special pond location where they like to
set up with their families and friends for a day of
catch and release fishing.
For many years Jack Jonas and family were
the grill masters on a brick grill there at the
ponds. After Jack’s passing a year ago Tina
Johns, who is Jack’s daughter and her husband
led the grilling team including the rest of their
family.
They vowed at Jack’s celebration of life that
they were going to continue the Jack Jonas
tradition of being the grill masters at Family
Day! Our special thanks go out to the Johns
family for taking care of lunch!

I want to thank Don Reid and Dave Murtha
for being the shoot masters and running the trap
shooting this year. Bob Reichert, Dan Brown,
and Tom Egan helped them run two trap
shooting stations that were a huge hit with the
attendees. Participants from all ages, beginners
to expert, enjoyed shooting shotguns on the
fantastic trap shooting facility that Colorado
Youth Outdoors has built!
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On one station they were teaching beginners to shoot for
the first time and on the other trap station they had trap
shooting for those that had shot before and wanted to practice
shooting. Thank you to everyone who helped make this such a
success!
This year’s highlight for me
was the BB gun shooting
range/gallery that Steve Buttie
came up with and volunteered
to operate! Thank you, Steve!
There were families at the
shooting gallery learning how
to shoot guns safely with the
BB guns.
Before long everyone was in shooting contests to win a
piece of candy by shooting at targets like spinning cans,
balloons, and ping pong balls. I never realized that a Red
Ryder BB gun took so many adults back to their childhood
when they first learned to enjoy shooting with a BB gun! I
guess you could call it a modern day “time machine”.
Over
235
Outdoor
Buddies came out to enjoy
the day with their families
and friends.
The
day’s
weather
couldn’t have been better!
The sun was shining and
there was a small breeze
that helped set the stage
for an awesome summer
event!
It was great meeting new members who had a wonderful
time. Thank you for all of the kind comments!
During lunch we sold tickets to win different items like
fishing poles, fishing gear, women’s jewelry, spot lights and
two Daisy Red Ryder BB guns. Money that was donated helped
offset some of the cost of the day. Thank you to you all who
donated!
Special thanks to Peggy Reichert for setting up the bucket
raffle and running it as well!
I would also like to say thank you to my wife, Penelope
Sanford, for all of her help and support on this and many other
events!

Next year’s Outdoor Buddies Family Day at Swift Ponds
will be held on June 10, 2017 so please save the date! If you
are interested in helping be a part of making this event
happen please let us know!

Executive Director’s Comments

~ By Dwaine Robey

As with any organization, Outdoor
Buddies experiences continual changes
and challenges. As an all-volunteer
nonprofit organization, Outdoor Buddies
relies on dedicated unpaid volunteers to
perform the multitude of tasks that must
be done to make the organization
successful.
Finding
and
retaining
productive volunteers is not easy! We are
always looking for additional dedicated
volunteers who want to perform public
service work.
In many cases, volunteer work related to fundraising and
planning/organizing events or activities can be performed at
home. You can be assured that money raised from your efforts
and work you perform will go toward helping others.
In addition to our hunting and fishing programs, we need
volunteers who have the skills and aptitude to help with
events such as our annual fundraiser banquet, annual sporting
clays tournament, annual golf tournament, annual family day
events, newsletter, website, and our youth program.
We need volunteers who are able and willing to make an
ongoing commitment. For example, our officers and board
members are elected to three-year terms. Currently our
board of directors meets on a monthly basis. Volunteers have
the opportunity to organize and lead activities if they wish or
act as a helper with direction from the activity leader.
New volunteers will typically work with someone who can
provide any training and support needed to become
proficient and comfortable in the volunteer role.
Anyone interested in working as an Outdoor Buddies
volunteer should contact me or Dan Brown, Outdoor Buddies
Volunteer Committee Chairman. We can use your help!
I would like to take this opportunity to ask for your
involvement in helping to make a success of a few upcoming
Outdoor Buddies events.
Due to unavoidable scheduling conflicts we are having two
Outdoor Buddies events on August 6th. We regret this conflict,
but could find no way to avoid it!
There will be the Rich Cori Memorial Sight-In at Green Mill
Sportsman’s Club and the Outdoor Buddies 2nd Annual
Sporting Clays event at Colorado Clays Shooting Park on
Saturday, August 6th. Please make plans to participate in one
of these events if you can. And don’t forget to submit your bid
for the South Africa Plains Game Safari for Two Hunters to be
sold at auction at the sporting clays event. Please see pages 7,
8, and 9 for more information. You can register for the
Sporting Clays event using the form on page 9 or via the
Outdoor Buddies website at www.outdoorbuddies.org.
For all golfers, please sign up to participate in the 2016
Outdoor Buddies Golf Benefit at Green Valley Ranch Golf
Course on Saturday, August 20th. This is a fabulous golf
course and the staff members are ultimate professionals who
take excellent care in hosting our event. You will feel
welcome and comfortable playing there. Please go to the
Outdoor Buddies website or use the form on page 10 to
register.
I solicit your feedback about Outdoor Buddies. Please feel
free to contact me with your suggestions or comments. You
can
reach
me
at
(303)
877-8584
or
dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org.
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From the President

~ By Larry Sanford

My Hunt of a Lifetime
(Alaska grizzly bear hunt with Outdoor Buddies)

By Austin Shepard
Wow! It has been a hot July so far
here on the Front Range in Colorado!
It is fire season and there are four or
five fires burning up in the mountains.
Now that Outdoor Buddies Family
Day at Swift Ponds is behind us, it is
time to get ready for future activities
such as the Outdoor Buddies Sporting
Clays Fundraiser Shoot on August 6th.
Then it’s the Outdoor Buddies Golf Benefit on August 20th.
Pronghorn hunting at Meadow Springs Ranch will get started
in mid-August during archery season. A fishing outing on the
Poudre River is scheduled for September 10th.
Our family day events were great fun this year! I sure
encourage all of you to come out and enjoy what each one has
to offer!
These are a few events that we offer before elk and deer
hunts start, so please come to any or all of them and support
Outdoor Buddies! The Outdoor Buddies Board of Directors
continually works to provide activities and events that are of
interest to most members. We try to provide activities that are
of the most interest to members. So let us know what activities
you enjoy and come out with your family. If you need help let
us know! If there is a will, there is away!
On August 6th Outdoor Buddies is holding our 2nd annual
Sporting Clays Fundraiser Shoot at Colorado Clays Shooting
Park. You can sign up on-line via the Outdoor Buddies website
at www.outdoorbuddies.org.
You can register as an individual shooter at a cost of $75.00
then you will be placed on a four person team or you can
make up your own four person team and sign up on line for
$300.00 per team.
There are Corporate Sponsorships available as well!
Remember you do not have to be experienced at shooting
sporting clays! This is all to support Outdoor Buddies; the goal
is to HAVE FUN!
We need disabled volunteers, as well as able-bodied
volunteers to help at the shoot. Parents with youth are also
needed!
After the shoot we will be serving a whole roasted pig!
YUM !!!!
On a closing note, I have been with Outdoor Buddies since
1991 and have seen a lot of changes and growth! There is an
increasing population of disabled persons who want to get
back outdoors! Outdoor Buddies continues to be there no
matter how that person became disabled or what type of
adaptive equipment they might need to have an awesome
outdoors experience! The same goes for getting our youth,
who are our future outdoorsmen and women!
The one common denominator is that we continue to need
volunteers for every aspect of this tremendous organization,
Outdoor Buddies!
Please come see me at the 2nd Annual Outdoor Buddies
Sporting Clays Shoot at Colorado Clays Shooting Park on
August 6th.
May God bless you and your family!

My name is Austin Shepard and I want to give a big
thank you and shout out to Outdoor Buddies for sponsoring my
trip to Alaska.
I am 23 years old and recently had the opportunity to be
sponsored by Outdoor Buddies to go on a hunting trip of a
lifetime. Before I tell you about the hunting trip let me tell you my
story.
When I was a kid I was very athletic I played a lot of sports
like football, baseball, basketball, soccer, tennis, and golf. I was
gifted in all of these sports with God given talents.
But on January 30, 2003, at the age of ten, I was at baseball
practice and was hit in the head with a thrown baseball. From this
bump on the head, I went into a coma for two and one half
months. When I awoke I couldn’t walk or talk, and I was on a new
journey through life.
How I came across Outdoor Buddies was by sharing my
dream with a friend of mine, John Schonewill. John is an avid
hunter and I told him my dream was to go hunt a grizzly bear in
Alaska. Having shared my dream with John he introduced me to
Outdoor Buddies and all the wonderful hunts they coordinate for
people with disabilities. John asked if Outdoor Buddies would
sponsor the dream of mine to go to Alaska and hunt a grizzly
bear. They said yes and my dream was coming true.
May 13, 2016 John and I left Denver International Airport and
were headed to Anchorage, Alaska. When we arrived in Alaska it
was 10:00 pm and the sun was still out. We hailed a taxi and
headed for Wasilla, Alaska.
After waking up the next morning, we grabbed some
breakfast at a little diner called the Trout House and met up with
Tom Shankster, one of our guides, who is the owner of Alaska
Trophy Hunts.
After eating a hearty meal we headed over to Sportsman’s
Warehouse to pick up our Alaskan game tags and I realized my
dream was becoming a reality. After we got our game tags we
headed for the Wasilla regional airport and took a bush plane
over to the hunting camp outside the Denali National Park and the
hunting journey began.
It was the eleventh day
of the hunt and John and I
were tired, cold, frustrated,
and disappointed that we
had not seen a grizzly bear.
I could see a little
uncertainty on the face of
our guide, Bob, who had
been a guide in that valley
for thirty-five years.
But, as John, Bob, and I
were on the side of the
mountain overlooking the
This was our hunting camp.
vast valley below us we
were having a good time
swapping stories and laughing. After sitting there for a few hours
John spotted a black dot down below us moving at a pretty fast
pace. Sharing what he was seeing we all pulled out our
binoculars and realized that the little black dot John saw was a
nice 6 to 7 foot grizzly bear with cinnamon golden brown fur on it.
We were excited and realized that we were definitely on the
hunt of a life time!
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Looking back on this hunt of a
lifetime I realize that I got a very nice
lesson in being PATIENT. When we
first arrived in camp the weather was
beautiful, but a little hot and humid.
And that night we were attacked by
hundreds, if not millions, of mosquitos
in the cabin; it was a rough night to
say the least. About the third day
through the eleventh day we
experienced every type of weather
you could imagine from wind, rain,
dust, snow, and heat. It was crazy and
all this time we never saw a grizzly
I was one happy hunter!
bear till the eleventh day of the hunt.
What a great lesson to learn of being
patient with hunting, life, and yourself. Just remember when
you’re tired, frustrated, and ready to give up, to just be patient
and watch everything come together.

We enjoyed beautiful scenery every day of our hunt!
We drove the Polaris to the very edge of a cliff and got out
and started making the journey by foot. We were trying to spot
the bear and get in position to shoot.
We used a predator call to attract the bear. We did this three
times, but every time we made that call the bear was miles from
us. We hiked two and a half miles up and back without catching a
real glimpse of the bear.
Now we were left with an option of either going back to the
mountain side to where we had seen a black bear pop out a few
times or keep tracking the grizzly.
John and I agreed that this was probably our only chance for
getting a grizzly so we told Bob we preferred to try to track down
the grizzly.
After getting back to the Polaris, we drove an additional two
miles up the river bed and this time we spotted the grizzly way up
on the side of a mountain. It was digging for ground squirrels.
This gave us a perfect opportunity to get in front of the bear and
get set up. That’s just what we did.
We drove down a ways with the bear ignoring the sound of
the Polaris, parked at the bottom of the mountain, got out and
hiked up the side. When we got in position, Bob started to make
the predator calls.
Out of nowhere, the grizzly bear appeared at the peak’s edge
and my heart started racing. Everything after that was like a
dream!
We got the grizzly bear and skinned it right there on the side
of the mountain. We left the carcass in hope that other bears
would feed on it.

It was truly a hunt of a lifetime and I thank my great friend,
John Schonewill, for the "gift of a lifetime".
I want to end by saying what an honor and privilege it was to
be sponsored by Outdoor Buddies! Thank you so much for
making a dream of mine come true and I look forward to doing
many more hunts with Outdoor Buddies.

Editor’s note:
Outdoor Buddies is happy to have played a small role in
the Alaska bear hunt for Austin Shepard and we appreciate
Austin’s kind words about Outdoor Buddies.
However, we want to make it known that the person who
made the hunt happen is Mr. John Schonewill. John is a
member of Outdoor Buddies and when he found out about
Austin and his dream, he vowed to make the dream a reality
for Austin.
He did just that! Outdoor Buddies commends John for his
generosity and dedication to helping others.
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South Africa Plains Game Safari
To be sold at auction at the
Outdoor Buddies Sporting Clays Fundraiser Shoot at

Colorado Clays Shooting Park
August 6, 2016
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Upcoming Events Calendar
Shown below are currently scheduled events. Other activities will be scheduled as appropriate.
Date

Event/Location

Description

Contacts

June – September

Outdoor Buddies fishing
outing at Tarryall State
Wildlife Area.

Outdoor Buddies volunteers will
coordinate fishing activities at
Tarryall using leased properties
and Tarryall Reservoir.

Jim Piper
(303) 932-1209
geopros@clanmurray.org
Ivan Brooks
(719) 783-4011
nakaibrooks@gmail.com
Dan Brown
(843) 816-0901
fk15pts@yahoo.com

June – September

Coyote hunts at a ranch
near Watkins, Colorado.

Will schedule hunts on an as
needed basis. If you would like
to do a coyote hunt give Al a call.

Al Montoya
(303) 296-4610
agmontoya@q.com

August 6

Outdoor Buddies
Sporting Clays Event at
Colorado Clays
Shooting Park near
Brighton, Colorado.

All day fundraiser event at
Colorado Clays LLC
13600 Lanewood Street
Brighton, Colorado.

Larry Sanford
(970) 218-5356
popslarrys@gmail.com or
Dwaine Robey
(303) 877-8584
dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org

August 6

Rich Cori Memorial
sight-in at Green Mill
Sportsman’s Club
2490 County Rd 3, Erie.

Big bore and pistol ranges are
reserved starting at 8:30 AM.

Wally Hunt
(303) 985-2293
wdhunt1716@outlook.com

August 20

2016 Outdoor Buddies
Golf Tournament at
Green Valley Ranch Golf
Course.

The format for the tournament is
a scramble with a shotgun start.
The entry fee includes cart,
range balls, silent auction,
prizes, lunch buffet, contests,
and lots of fun.

Dustin Robey
(303) 515-9777
dustindrobey@gmail.com

August 27

Custer County Friends
of NRA Banquet at A
Painted View Ranch
near Westcliffe,
Colorado.

Friends of NRA fosters
community involvement, raises
money, and gives 100 percent of
the net proceeds to qualified
local, state, and national
programs. Several Outdoor
Buddies members are assisting
with this event.

Dwaine Robey
(303) 877-8584
dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org
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