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Contents Executive Director’s Comments ~ By Dwaine Robey 

Of course our 

primary focus this 

time of year is on 

preparations for the 

annual fundraiser 

banquet. Please 

make plans to 

attend!  This year’s 

banquet celebrates 
thirty-two years of 

community service 

by Outdoor Buddies. 

The funds raised at the annual banquet 

are critical to the success in meeting our 

mission to provide outdoor adventure 

experiences for disabled persons and 

youth.  With your help, this year’s banquet 

will provide necessary funds for Outdoor 

Buddies to continue; improve, and expand 

its programs. 

At last month’s board of directors 

meeting, Outdoor Buddies added two new 

members to its Board of Directors. We are 

extremely proud to welcome Dr. 

Frederick Solheim and Nicholas Filler as 

members of our Board. 

Fred is the founder, 

organizer, fundraiser, 

and one of the boat 

captains for whitewater 

rafting trips for wounded 

warriors. He works 

tirelessly with Warriors 

on Cataract to aid in 

reintegrating injured 

soldiers back into civilian 

life and to show 

appreciation for their 

service to our country. 

 The raft trips on the Colorado River are 

designed to accommodate veterans with 

very significant levels of disability, such as 

severe PTSD, traumatic brain injury, 

orthopedic injuries, multiple amputations, 

burns, depression, substance abuse, and 

those with wheel chairs and service dogs. 

Nick is an avid 

outdoorsman and 

brings a wealth of 

experience and 

knowledge that will 

be extremely 

beneficial to Outdoor 

Buddies and our 

programs. 

As a specialist in marketing and 

advertising at Cabela’s he has developed 

excellent skills in relationship building 

and is a team player with experience 

working in a wide variety of outdoor 

activities. He has participated in several 

Outdoor Buddies activities and has proven 

his ability to work with mobility-disabled 

persons in the field. Outdoor Buddies is 

very fortunate to have Nick as a member 

of our management team!  
Reminder - The 2016 banquet will be 

held at the Omni Interlocken Hotel in 

Broomfield on Saturday, April 23rd. 

Banquet tickets can be purchased using 

the forms included in this newsletter or 

from the Outdoor Buddies website at:  

www.outdoorbuddies.org. 
Why wait; make your reservation now! 

Consider reserving a table for ten (10) 

at the banquet. That way you and your 

friends will be assured that you can share 

a table at the banquet. 

You may also want to reserve a room 

and stay over after the banquet at the 

Omni Interlocken Hotel. Outdoor Buddies 

guests can reserve a room at a reduced 

rate of $95.00 per night plus tax. You can 

reserve your rooms online at: 

http://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/denve

r-interlocken/meetings/outdoor-buddies 

If you have suggestions or comments, 

you are encouraged to contact any of the 

Outdoor Buddies board members. You 

can reach me at: (719) 783-9044 or 

dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org. 

 

Nick Filler 

Fred Solheim 

http://www.outdoorbuddies.org/
http://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/denver-interlocken/meetings/outdoor-buddies
http://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/denver-interlocken/meetings/outdoor-buddies
mailto:dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org
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Outdoor Buddies Mission: 

 

“Provide opportunities, through a 

volunteer organization, for those who 

have been deprived of enjoying 

outdoor experiences.” 

 
These opportunities are available to 

all, with no cost, other than personal 

expenses, and no discrimination due 

to race, color, creed, religion, sex, or 

family status. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Outdoor Buddies Newsletter Publisher: Outdoor Buddies, Inc. 

Co-Editors: Dwaine Robey and Chris Bardfield 

 

President’s Corner 
By Larry Sanford 

 
Outdoor Buddies members are 

encouraged to submit input for the 

newsletter. 

 

Submit newsletter input by the 15th of 

each month to be included in that 

month’s newsletter. 

 

Please send newsletter input 

 via E-mail to: 

dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org 

 

Outdoor Buddies is 

managed by its Board 

of Directors. 

 
Voting Board 

Members are shown 

below: 

Dwaine Robey 

Executive Director 

303-877-8584 

Larry Sanford 

President 

970-218-5356 

Dustin Robey 

Vice President 

303-515-9777 

Gina Robinson 

Treasurer 

303-619-4683 

Dylan Harrell 

Secretary 

303-827-4610 

Todd Bacon 

Director/Chaplain 

303-916-8955 

Christal Bardfield 

Director 

719-580-6366 

Daniel Brown 

Director 

843-816-0901 

Nicholas Filler 

Director 

720-644-4842 

James Lowry 

Vice President Elect 

713-248-9001 

Jim Piper 

Director 

303-932-1209 

Frederick Solheim 

Director-Warriors on 

Cataract 

303-818-7600 

 

 

 

 

This time of year we 

don’t know if it’s going to 

snow, rain or blow so hard 

the roof is going to take off! 

Spring is a great time of 

year for fundraisers of all 

types.  

Outdoor Buddies was 

recognized at the Pueblo 

Friends of NRA Banquet. 

 Don Reed, Penelope Sanford and I attended 

the banquet and accepted a grant in the amount 

of $1758.33 on Outdoor Buddies behalf.  

Dwaine and Ann Robey as well as Dylan 

Harrell among other Outdoor Buddies members 

have been very active in the Friends of NRA! 

Outdoor Buddies thanks all the Friends of NRA 

volunteers for the great support that helps make 

Outdoor Buddies the wonderful organization it is 

today! Outdoor Buddies could not provide our 

programs without financial assistance made 

available through Friends of NRA Committees 

around Colorado. 

Outdoor Buddies will be having our annual 

Fundraiser Banquet on April 23rd. I would like to 

ask each of you who participate in our hunting, 

fishing, family day events, and other Outdoor 

Buddies activities to BUY RAFFLE TICKETS! 

We are offering some great raffles prizes, 

such as the 25-gun safe and five guns for $100.00 

per ticket and only 200 will be sold! WINNER 

TAKES ALL! 

We hope you will attend the fundraiser 

banquet, but if you are unable to attend please 

feel free to buy a ticket or even a table for those 

who are unable to afford one. We have 

Corporate Tables available as well. It will be a 

fun night full of games, laughter and stories. 

 
 

Outdoor Buddies board of directors, officers 

and other volunteers work very hard to bring 

these fun events at no charge to the mobility-

impaired, youth, and our many veterans who we 

proudly serve. 

The only way this can be continued is for 

each of us to get our friends and families to 

donate with us leading the way! This is that time 

of year we all ask each of us to give back to this 

great organization, Outdoor Buddies! 

If you have not already done so, now is the 

time for mobility-disabled members to submit 

2016 big game hunt requests. Big game hunt 

requests can be submitted via the Outdoor 

Buddies website. 

If you are disabled and want to go on an 

Outdoor Buddies sponsored big game hunt in 

2016 you need to submit your “hunt request” as 

soon as possible. We are currently placing the 

available hunt slots with hunt requests we 

already have received.  

We will be notifying everyone who has sent 

in a hunt request by March 28th so hunters can 

apply for hunting licenses via the Colorado Parks 

& Wildlife’s limited drawing before the April 5th 

deadline. Please contact me if you have any 

questions about this process. 

Anyone who has a youth 12 years to 17 years 

old who has a hunter’s safety certificate and 

wants to participate in doe pronghorn hunting 

should contact me to get on the list for a “Youth 

Outreach” doe pronghorn hunt. 

If you have questions please feel free to 

contact me at (970) 218-5356 or email at 

popslarrys@gmail.com. 

Thank you all for your friendship and 

continued support! 

God Bless! 

 

mailto:dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org
mailto:popslarrys@gmail.com
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Would You Like to be 

An Outdoor Buddies 

Volunteer 
 

What makes Outdoor Buddies work 

is volunteers.  Dan Brown is the 

Outdoor Buddies Volunteer 

Coordinator. 

If you are interested in helping at 

an Outdoor Buddies event or activity 

please contact Dan at (843) 816-0901 

or fk15pts@yahoo.com. Dan can help 

you find a niche that best fits your 

skills and preferences. 

.   

Elk Hunt 
By Jim Spears 

 

My name is Jim Spears and I was 

born with Cerebral Palsy. A friend of 

mine told me about Outdoor Buddies, 

so I contacted them about a possible 

elk hunt here in Colorado. 

Dwaine Robey was very helpful 

getting me situated and took me out 

the first time I hunted, but 

unfortunately we did not see anything. 

The second time I went out with 

Darrell Erickson. It was the last day of 

the weekend and we had not seen any 

elk and were almost ready to call it 

quits. Then Rob Adams, another able-

buddy who was along to help with the 

hunt got a call from his friend Dan 

Warner that there was a herd of elk on 

his property. 

We rushed over there and luckily 

the elk were still there at about 250 

yards and I was able to fire a shot, but 

unfortunately missed. That was the 

very first shot I’ve ever gotten at an 

elk, what a thrill that was. 

Rob took me out a few weeks later 

for one last day to try in fill my tag. We 

saw some bulls at a far distance then 

saw a herd of cow elk and tried to get 

within range. But due to the snow 

being crunchy from melting and 

freezing Rob was unable to get me 

closer before they ran into the trees. 

Outdoor Buddies does their very 

best to help hunters with disabilities 

get out and enjoy nature and hunt. 

I would highly recommend 

Outdoor Buddies to those with 

disabilities and I hope to try again to 

get an elk next year. 

Thank all of you who took me out I 

really appreciate your efforts to try to 

help me fill my tag. 

 

Goose Hunts 
By Al Montoya 

 

Outdoor Buddies goose hunts are 

typically scheduled on an as needed 

basis. 

George Carter has helped provide 

goose hunting opportunities during 

the past year. It started in late 2014 

after George talked with his neighbor, 

Loran Friend. Loran informed George 

that he had some property near Barr 

Lake with a goose blind and would 

allow access to Outdoor Buddies 

hunters. 

George went and checked out the 

property and determined that the 

design of the blind limited use to able 

bodied people who can stand. 

So, George and Scott Greaser set 

up a temporary blind. Then George 

asked me if I wanted to go hunt some 

geese with him. Of course I said yes! 

We went out and both got geese. 

 During the next summer, George, 

Scott, and Loran got together and 

figured out a way to modify the blind 

to accommodate two wheelchairs 

plus room for two helpers. They used 

a backhoe and modified the blind to 

make it usable by disabled hunters. 

Thanks to their work this last year 

of hunting was very good. 

Special thanks to Mr. Loran Friend!  
 

Tarryall Ice Fishing 
By Jim Piper 

 

The Outdoor 

Buddies Ice 

fishing event at 

Tarryall 

Reservoir on 

February 20 

was great fun.  

Our group of 

nine ice 

treading 

anglers set up 

on 3 ½ inches of 

ice, which was of 

great surprise to those of us urban 

dwellers who have been enjoying the  

unusually warm weather in the Denver 

Metro area.  

For lunch Ivan Brooks and Dwaine 

Robey grilled brats and we enjoyed a 

mid-day feast with plenty of glorious 

sunshine. 

 Even though the tales told while 

waiting for the fish to bite were 

glorious, the fish decided to take the 

day off.  We vowed to make them pay 

the next time we venture out upon the 

ice. 

 

 

Coyote Hunting 

Opportunities 
By Al Montoya 

 

Outdoor Buddies 

coyote hunting 

coordinator, Al 

Montoya, can 

schedule coyote 

hunts at a ranch near Watkins, 

Colorado. Al schedules hunts on an as 

needed basis. If you would like to do a 

coyote hunt give Al a call. 

Also, please contact Al if you know 

of property owners who will allow 

Outdoor Buddies access to their 

property for coyote hunts. 

You can contact Al at 303.296.4610 

or via Email at agmontoya@q.com. 

 
 

Outdoor Buddies Raffles 
 

Outdoor Buddies is currently 

conducting four raffles. The winning 

tickets for these raffles will be drawn 

Lynn Janssen, even 

though blind, enjoys a 
day on the ice. 

Ivan Brooks prepares lunch for the hungry 

fishermen. 

mailto:fk15pts@yahoo.com


Outdoor Buddies Newsletter – March 2016 

 

4  

at the Outdoor Buddies banquet on 

April 23rd. The raffle prizes are: 

 $1,000.00 Cabela’s Gift Card 

Raffle ($5 per ticket or 5/$20) 

 Redfield Spotting Scope Kit 

Raffle ($5 per ticket or 5/$20) 

 Rock Island Armory 1911 .45 

Raffle ($5 per ticket or 5/$20) 

 Five Guns & Gun Safe Raffle 

($100 per ticket) 

Anyone interested in purchasing 

any of these raffle tickets should 

contact Dylan Harrell, Larry Sanford, 

or Todd Bacon. 

 

 

Outdoor Buddies Banquet 

Auction Items 
 

The 32nd Annual Outdoor Buddies 

Fundraiser Banquet is quickly 

approaching, and our auction items 

this year are not to be missed! 

In addition to our live auction, we 

will have an extensive selection of 

items for our silent auction. We have 

items for men, women, and children! 

Whether you’re purchasing a little 

something for yourself, or buying a 

thoughtful gift, we have the selection 

for you. 

Remember, your purchases allow 

us to provide our services to 

deserving members of our 

communities. 

Shown below are just a few of the 

items that will be available for bidding 

at the banquet on April 23rd. 
 

 Texas Hog Hunt 

 Collectable Enfield .303 Rifle 

 Collectable Remington Model 1903 

.30-06 Rifle 

 Henry Golden Boy Silver .22 

Caliber Rifle 

 Kimber Pro Carry II 2-tone .45 ACP 

Pistol 

 6-Day Sailing Charter for Two 

 6-Day South African Photo Safari for 

Two 

 Four Tickets to a 2016 Colorado 

Rockies Baseball Game 

 

We will continue acquiring a wide 

variety of additional live and silent 

auction items right up to the banquet 

date.  So please make plans to attend 

the banquet and see what we have to 

offer. 

Perhaps you have items that 

Outdoor Buddies can use as auction 

items at the banquet. Your donations 

can be tax-deductible. 

If you would like to make a 

donation please contact Gina 

Robinson at 303-619-4683 or any of the 

other board of directors shown on 

Page 2 of this newsletter. We will 

arrange to have your donated item(s) 

picked up if you wish. 

 

 

My Outdoor Buddies  

South Park Elk Hunt 
By Vijay Viswanathan 

 

As I dropped down off Kenosha 

Pass into South Park my senses were 

already on high alert. This was going 

to be my last chance at an elk before 

the season was over, and I was 

determined to make it count. 

As I came over the summit I 

immediately started scanning the high 

altitude basin for any sign of the 

prized game. This area is a well-

known wintering area for elk in 

central Colorado, and I’ve spotted 

hundreds, if not thousands, of the 

animals in and around South Park over 

the 13 years I’ve lived in Colorado. 

As I approached the town of 

Jefferson I debated whether or not to 

take a detour around Tarryall 

Reservoir to scout a nearby ranch that 

Outdoor Buddies has permission to 

hunt. 

Just as I was about to make the turn 

I noticed a herd of about 25 cow elk 

off to the south, a good sign indeed. 

I watched the herd for a few 

minutes and then continued on to 

Fairplay to meet my guides, Jim 

Peterson and Lew Kleinhans. 

As I crested Red Hill Pass another 

herd came into view. 

This one got me even more fired 

up as I realized they were on the 

property we were planning to hunt, 

almost within range of where we 

would be setting up. I veered off onto 

a side road leading to the ranch 

entrance. 

I crept in, hoping to get a more 

precise location of where they were 

grazing. There were about 60 cows 

huddled together in the middle of the 

pasture, about 600 yards from the 

main ranch road. 

I immediately backed out, worried 

they might see my truck and spook. 

All I could do now was pray they 

would still be there in the morning! 

I raced to the hotel to inform Jim 

and Lew of my discovery, and get a 

plan going for the morning. They 

were excited to hear about the elk, 

and as often happens during hunting 

season, I had a hard time getting any 

sleep that night.  

Morning couldn’t come soon 

enough. I was a little concerned about 

the timing of a low pressure system 

that was forecast to move into the area 

that day, and hoped it would hold off 

long enough for us to do what we 

needed to do before the snow and 

wind arrived. 

The South Park basin is known for 

being notoriously windy, and blowing 

snow can cut visibility to less than a 

few feet in seconds, definitely not 

accommodative conditions when 

trying to make a 300 yard shot on a 

moving elk. 

At the moment though there was 

little wind and clear skies as we fired 

up the trucks and made our way out to 

the ranch. 

The elk were still there, but were 

bedded down a little further away, 

definitely out of shooting range. They 

didn’t appear to be going anywhere 

anytime soon, so we decided to go 

scout some other properties and 

check back later in the afternoon.  

We didn’t see much activity the 

rest of the morning, and when we 

returned to the ranch we found the elk 

were up and had moved a little closer 

to the area we were planning to set 

up. 

Two other Outdoor Buddies had 

joined us today, Edgar Munoz Jr., a 

youth hunter, and his father Edgar Sr. 

They were anxious to try to stalk in 

and try to get within range of the herd. 

I use a wheelchair 100% of the 

time, so was forced to hang back and 

watch their hunt from the road, in 

hopes that the elk might move my 

direction. 

As the other two hunters made 

their way up to Red Hill to look for an 
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access point the snow started coming 

down, and the wind picked up. 

One minute I could clearly see the 

herd, and the next all I could see was 

white. The snow came in waves, and 

elk were disappearing from view 

along with it. 

As the other hunters moved in, the 

snow lightened up, and I could see the 

elk start to move south. 

I heard Jim’s voice over the radio 

telling me to reposition closer to 

where he thought they might cross the 

road, so I cranked up the truck and 

made my way to the new location. 

By the time I got to the anticipated 

crossing the elk were in a full run and 

stopped about 300 yards from me. 

I pulled off the road, turned off the 

truck, and moved as fast as possible to 

ready my rifle before they took off 

again. 

As I looked through the scope I 

realized that there were 60 or so 

animals in front of me, and I didn’t 

have a shot at any of them. They were 

too close together, and if I fired I 

would risk shooting through one and 

into another, or more. 

I waited a minute, and the lead cow 

pulled away, just enough to give me a 

shot. I fired. 

She was hit. I immediately 

chambered and fired another round. 

She was in a great place for us to 

access her and I didn’t want her 

running off any further. She went 

down within seconds and expired 

quickly. 

A wave of relief swept over me as I 

picked up the radio to inform Lew and 

Jim of the good news. 

A couple minutes later I made out 

the orange of the other two hunters 

approaching through the snow. 

It can’t get much better than this! 

It was a clean kill, the elk was 

down in a great location, and I had 

plenty of help to get her tagged, 

dressed out, and loaded into the 

truck. 

To top it all off the other hunters 

were able to stalk along the edge of 

the creek where the herd was now 

hiding, and make a successful shot to 

fill their tag as well. 

We were all ecstatic! The hunt 

couldn’t have gone any better. 

Between the five of us we made 

quick work of the carcass before the 

storm and plummeting nighttime 

temperatures became a serious 

threat. 

As I drove back to the hotel, I 

thought about how good it felt to be 

able to have these experiences 

despite my paralysis, and how 

grateful I was for Outdoor Buddies. 

Outdoor Buddies and all of their 

volunteers make these hunts a reality 

for so many hunters who otherwise 

wouldn’t be able to get out and fully 

enjoy the great outdoors. 

I’d like to thank the Middle Fork 

Ranch and especially the Outdoor 

Buddies guides and other volunteers 

for making this hunt possible! 

 

 

Pheasant Hunt at Drake 

Land Farms 
By Dwaine Robey 

 

Outdoor Buddies held an upland 

bird hunt hosted by Drake Land Farms 

near Goodrich, Colorado on Saturday, 

February 27th. 

Drake Land Farms is a hunting club 

started in 1980. The property includes 

867 acres with 1.5 miles of the South 

Platte River. It provided ideal habitat 

for our pheasant hunting event. 

Outdoor Buddies extends our thanks 

and appreciation to Chris Nowak and 

the other member/owners of Drake 

Land Farms for their hospitality and 

willingness to share their fabulous 

property. 

The weather conditions were 

perfect for the approximately 40 

participants in the outing. 

Outdoor Buddies president, Larry 

Sanford, and his wife, Penny, 

prepared lunch for everyone there; 

and was it ever special! They served 

Louisiana style gumbo prepared using 

their own family recipe. What a treat! 

 

Thank you to all the volunteers who 

made this great outing possible! 

Vijay with his South Park cow elk. 
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Shown below are currently scheduled events. Other activities will be scheduled as appropriate. 
 

Date Event/Location Description Contacts 

April 23 Outdoor Buddies 2016 

Banquet at the Omni 

Interlocken Hotel 

located at 500 

Interlocken Blvd., 

Broomfield, CO. 

Mark your calendar. 

Annual fundraiser banquet at the 

Omni Interlocken Hotel. 

Tickets will go on sale in 

January. 

Dwaine Robey 

(303) 877-8584 

dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org 

April 30 Rich Cori Memorial site-

in at Green Mill 

Sportsman’s Club 

2490 County Rd 3, Erie. 

Big bore and pistol ranges are 

reserved starting at 8:30 AM. 

Wally Hunt 

(303) 985-2293 

wdhunt1716@outlook.com 

May 14 Outdoor Buddies Family 

Day at A Painted View 

Ranch in Westcliffe.  

There will be free admittance, 

free food, and lots of games and 

demonstrations. Everyone is 

welcome! 

Dwaine Robey 

(303) 877-8584 

dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org 

June 11 Outdoor Buddies Family 

Day at Swift Ponds. 

Everyone is welcome! 

There will be free admittance, 

free food, and lots of fishing, 

shooting, games and 

demonstrations. 

Larry Sanford 

(970) 218-5356 

popslarrys@gmail.com 

 

August 6 Outdoor Buddies 

Sporting Clays Event at 

Colorado Clays. 

All day fundraiser event at 

Colorado Clays LLC 

13600 Lanewood Street 

Brighton, Colorado. 

Larry Sanford 

(970) 218-5356 

popslarrys@gmail.com or 

 

August 6 Rich Cori Memorial site-

in at Green Mill 

Sportsman’s Club 

2490 County Rd 3, Erie. 

Big bore and pistol ranges are 

reserved starting at 8:30 AM. 

Wally Hunt 

(303) 985-2293 

wdhunt1716@outlook.com 

August 20 2016 Outdoor Buddies 

Golf Tournament at 

Green Valley Ranch Golf 

Course. 

The format for the tournament is 

a scramble with a shotgun start. 

The entry fee includes cart, 

range balls, silent auction, 

prizes, lunch buffet, contests, 

and lots of fun. 

Dustin Robey 

(303) 515-9777 

dustindrobey@gmail.com 

 

 

Upcoming Events Calendar 

mailto:dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org
mailto:wdhunt1716@outlook.com
mailto:dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org
mailto:popslarrys@gmail.com
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