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Executive Director’'s Comments
By Dwaine Robey

It's time to make plans

to attend the annual
Outdoor Buddies
Fundraiser Banquet. The

2015 banquet celebrates
thirty-one years of
community service by
Outdoor Buddies.

The 2015 banquet will
be held at The Westminster
Westin on Saturday, April
11™,

Banquet tickets are now
on sale and can be purchased using the forms included in
this newsletter or from the Outdoor Buddies website at
www.outdoorbuddies.org.

The annual banquet is the most important event of
the year for Outdoor Buddies. This annual fundraiser
event provides a large portion of the funds needed to
support Outdoor Buddies programs throughout the year.

Attendance and participation in fundraising activities
at the banquet are great ways to show your support of
our organization. So, please make plans to attend the
banquet and invite all your family and friends to come
also.

You should consider reserving a table for ten (10) at
the banquet. That way you and your friends will be
assured that you can share a table at the banquet with
those who you want to be with.

There are forms included in this newsletter that you
can use to request banquet tickets or become a banquet
sponsor.

You may also want to reserve a room and stay over
after the banquet at the Westminster Westin. Outdoor
Buddies guests can reserve a room at a reduced rate of
$94.00 per night plus tax. You can reserve your rooms
online at:
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/outdoor2015

If you have suggestions or comments, you are
encouraged to contact any of the Outdoor Buddies board
members. You can reach me at: (719) 783-9044 or
dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org.

President’'s Column

By Larry Sanford
Happy Holidays! Our
hunt coordinators have

been working very hard to
get all of the mobility-
impaired hunters who sent
in hunt requests for the
2014 season and were
placed on big game hunts
out on their hunts. The
hunts will continue through
January 31, 2015.

This time of year you
will be seeing information about fundraising in our
newsletters simply because this is when we typically start
ramping up awareness of the different ways you can
donate funds that are necessary for us to continue our
mission. If you can, please help by donating and help
someone get an outdoor experience of a lifetime!

Our board of directors has been busy with
preparations for the Outdoor Buddies booth at the
International Sportsmen’s Expo (ISE) in January.
Colorado Parks and Wildlife has invited Outdoor Buddies
to have a booth again this year in their “Youth Fair”
section at the ISE. This is always a great event that
allows us to share the Outdoor Buddies mission with
attendees, meet new members, as well as selling raffle
tickets as a part of our annual fundraising efforts. We are
able to demonstrate some the adaptive equipment and
photos of events that we have been putting on
throughout the year made possible by fundraising
activities.

We are always excited to meet new people as well as
catch up with exhibitors who we see each year!

It excites me to look back on past years when we
have been so blessed to have booths and remember all
of the volunteers, mobility-impaired persons, and families
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who are with us still today because of meeting them at
the ISE; thanks to our involvement with Colorado Parks
and Wildlife. If you make it to ISE this year please stop
by the Outdoor Buddies booth and say hello.

I hope that each of you have a very Merry Christmas
and a blessed New Year with your family and friends!

Outdoor Buddies
Board of Directors

Outdoor Buddies Newsletter
Publisher: Outdoor Buddies, Inc.
Editor: Dwaine Robey

Outdoor Buddies’ Mission:

“Provide opportunities through a

volunteer organization, for those
who have been deprived of enjoying outdoor
experiences.” These opportunities are available to
all, with no cost, other than personal expenses, and
no discrimination due to race, color, creed, religion,
sex, or family status.

Outdoor Buddies is managed by its Board of
Directors. Voting Board Members are shown below:

Dwaine Robey, Executive Director
Larry Sanford, President
Dustin Robey, Vice President
Wally Hunt, Treasurer

Dylan Harrell, Secretary
Todd Bacon, Director/Chaplin
Rick Brady, Director

Daniel Brown, Director

Rich Cori, Director

James Lowry, Director

Terry Nelson, Director

Jim Piper, Director

Gerald Robinson, Director
Gina Robinson, Director
Kathy Shears, Director

303.877.8584
970.218.5356
303.845.0423
303.985.2293
303.827.4610
303.916.8955
970.330.3151
843.816.0901
303.604.9227
713.248.9001
303.884.3266
303.932.1209
303.949.4267
303.619.4683
303.431.1275

All Outdoor Buddies members are encouraged to
submit input for the newsletter.

Newsletter input should be submitted by the 15" of
the month to be included in that month’s newsletter.
Please send newsletter input via Email to:

dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org.

How Do I Contribute to Outdoor Buddies
via the WMVCF Spirit Campaign?

The Wet Mountain Valley Community Foundation
conducts its annual Community Spirit Matching campaign
to benefit local nonprofit organizations each November
through the end of the year.

The Foundation will contribute matching funds, when
donations are received by December 31st.

The maximum amount that will be matched is $1,000
per family and/or business. Matching funds will be pro-
rated based on the dollar total of contributions made
through the campaign.

Donations may also be made directly to the
Community Foundation Spirit Campaign to increase the
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matching funds and further stretch the community’s
charitable dollars.

Donors wishing to take advantage of matching funds
for donations made to Outdoor Buddies by check should
use the donor form provided by the Foundation. Make
checks payable to the Wet Mountain Valley Community
Foundation (or WMVCF).

To make a donation to Outdoor Buddies by check
through the Wet Mountain Valley Community Foundation
please use the donor form included on the last page of
this newsletter.

Raffle & Banquet Ticket Sales at
Sportsmen’s Warehouse
in Colorado Springs

Terry Nelson and
Kathy Shears will be at
the Sportsman’s
Warehouse in Colorado
Springs on  Saturday,
February 7" to sell raffle
and banquet tickets for

the Outdoor Buddies annual fundraiser banquet.

They are very happy to have recruited Dylan Harrell
to assist in the sales. Terry and Kathy have done this
sale the past couple of years and it is such fun and so
rewarding.

This is an extremely busy Sportsman’s Warehouse
store, so it keeps them hopping all day and the response
from the customers when they hear about Outdoor
Buddies has been amazing.

We are so pleased that the Bardfield family has
volunteered to do another sale day at the same store on
Saturday the 28" of February.

For those of you who have yet to meet the Bardfields,
they are a delightful family and very excited about
helping Outdoor Buddies. Chris Bardfield is now working
on keeping our Facebook Page up to date and once you
meet their son, Stetson, you will never forget him!

If you are in the area on these dates please stop by
and visit with us.

Outdoor Buddies extends our thanks and gratitude to
Sportsman’s Warehouse store manager, John Fly and his
staff, for providing this great opportunity for Outdoor
Buddies.

Hunt Committee Update
By Larry Sanford

The outdoor hunting experience stories included in our
newsletters speak for themselves! In our monthly
newsletters you read great stories from the mobility-
impaired and youth hunters as they experience the
outdoors through Outdoor Buddies activities.

These activities are made possible through the efforts
of our great volunteers as well as the landowners who
donate access to their land where these events take
place, Thank you!

The other major key piece to making these stories
happen is the Outdoor Buddies Board of Directors and
our Officers. They work very hard throughout the year
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volunteering their time, money, resources, and
knowledge to help raise funds to cover the many
expenses involved in operating a nonprofit organization. |
am so excited to have some new volunteers who have
signed up to be members of the Outdoor Buddies Board!

Most of our big game hunts have gone well this year
even though the weather has been a little warm and
windy. The youth outreach pronghorn doe hunts have
been a lot of fun for the families and youth. Most of the
youth who hunted pronghorn went on their first hunt
ever! The hunts took place on Meadow Springs Ranch
north of Wellington. It is a pleasure to see new young
outdoors men and women continue a great outdoor
heritage that will give them great memories to look back
on as they go through life.

We are currently looking for additional private
property for 2015 hunting events, as well as confirming
2015 hunt slots on private properties where we have held
hunting events this year. Our goal is to have a hunt slot
for every mobility-impaired hunter who submits a big
game hunt request.

We are currently planning some waterfowl hunts and
have scheduled a chucker for February 21°.

If you are interested in going on any hunting outings
please contact me.

Good hunting and have a great Holiday season!

Late Season Pronghorn Hunt
By Douglas Conner

I contacted Larry Sanford to ask if he could assist me
on a late season antelope hunt. He agreed and we set it
up for December 1°* at Meadow Springs Ranch.

The temperature that morning hovered in the low
teens, but luckily the wind was pretty calm for the area.

Here is how it went:

7:40 a.m.

As we exited the highway a small herd of ten antelope
was right next to the road. My nurse/gun assistant,
Tammy, and I followed Larry to the ‘Shed Shack’, named
by me, which is an abandoned home with an outbuilding.
Larry parked his truck, jumped into my van, and off we
went looking to locate some antelope.

8:00 a.m.

I drove onto the ranch and immediately to the west
were a herd of Black Angus cattle and a herd of antelope.

We drove another quarter mile to separate the cows
from the turbo goats for a safe shot.

| stopped, Larry spotted the one | should attempt to
harvest and he ranged it at 200 plus yards. Tammy
prepared the gun for me to shoot, | steadied myself,
fired, and the doe dropped in her tracks.

I used a .270 caliber Sako with 150 grain Winchester
bullet. Not having the use of my fingers I am able to
have the trigger pulled with the TM 100 trigger
mechanism made by Be Adaptive.

| drove out on the field to retrieve the animal, Larry
and Tammy pulled it into my van and we drove back to
the ‘Shed Shack’ where Larry hoisted the doe, dressed
and skinned it. He then reloaded her into the van after
slipping on an Alaska game bag which Larry graciously
provided and away we went.

10 a.m.
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We hit the highway to drop the antelope off to be
processed at Steve’'s Meat Market in Olde Arvada,
Colorado. The doe dressed out at 54 Ibs. It was a good
choice from Larry to suggest | harvest that particular
antelope.

Larry Sanford and Douglas Conner.

12:00 noon

Tammy and | arrived back home near Denver, had a
good lunch and took a nap.

That hunt was by far the quickest of my life. | can
now check off another item on my bucket for
accomplishing the Triple Crown by harvesting a deer, elk,
and antelope.

What a memorable year and a full freezer of organic
meat.

Thank you again, Outdoor Buddies!

A Pronghorn Hunt
With Outdoor Buddies

By Michael G Sabbeth

For many years | have been
honored to participate in shooting
events with Outdoor Buddies
members and supporters. Hunting
for pronghorn with them in early
October in northern Colorado was

a new experience. Outdoor
Buddies is a volunteer
organization founded by

representatives of Craig Hospital,

Michael Sabbeth, Esa.  the world-renowned spinal cord
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and brain injury hospital located in Denver, and the
Colorado Parks and Wildlife. Its mission is to provide
outdoor adventure experiences to mobility-disabled
outdoor enthusiasts.

Volunteers donate what they can so | offered to
provide ammunition, a rifle and a scope. | had none of
these items but, as the saying goes, | know people. |
called some industry colleagues who helped me and
described my needs: Jason Morton at CZ-USA, Dave
Domin at Leupold and to Jackie Stenton at Fiocchi USA,
who has never refused a charitable request. Jason
recommended the CZ Model 557 Carbine in 6.5 x 55
Swedish Mauser caliber. Dave promptly sent the superb
VX-2 3-9x40 mm scope and the exquisitely compact RX-
1200i TBR rangefinder. Jackie provided an array of
Fiocchi 6.5 x 55 ammunition.

Having only a few days before the hunt to sight in the
rifle, 1 called Doug Hamilton and his son, Mitch, at the
Family Shooting Center at Cherry Creek State Park. They
are deeply engaged in an array of charitable causes
involving veterans and disabled shooters. Mitch mounted
and bore-sighted the Leupold scope on the CZ and got
me to the head of the line for a shooting station. The
CZ's performance right out of the box was impressive. At
one hundred yards all my groups with each Fiocchi load
was no greater than one inch and a few 3-shot groups
were less. Good enough, | figured, knowing no one was
going to take a long range shot.

The Pronghorn Hunt

We gathered for the hunt 5:30 on a chilly Saturday
morning at a campsite boasting large tents, half a dozen
or so campers, hot coffee and a lot of doughnuts. A half-
moon hung like a flare in a gray-black cloudless sky
drenched with stars sparkling like diamonds. Gusts of
wind penetrated my several layers of heavy clothing like
daggers. Dwaine Robey, Executive Director, and Larry
Sanford, President, orchestrated the dozen hunters and
twenty or so volunteers with the precision of directing
Swan Lake. If I needed anything, Larry said, “We'll fix
you up from duct tape to marbles.” I was comforted.

I would hunt with 14-year-old Stetson Bardfield and
his dad, Shai, an army helicopter pilot, and our driver
and guide, David Cox. David is a seasoned hunter who
has dedicated hundreds of hours to causes such as
Outdoor Buddies hunts. Young Stetson has two
prosthetic legs and disfigured arms and hands. Larry
asked Shai how his son shoots, inquiring not about his
son’s accuracy but what kind of prosthetic device, if any,
the young man needed. “How does he pull the trigger?”
Larry asked.

Still dark and icy cold, we climbed into David’s four-
door pick-up. Pick-ups and cars drove off into the
darkness, their headlamps pinpricks of light dotting the
terrain like oversized lightning bugs. Shai carried Stetson
on his back to the front passenger seat, adjusted his
son’s prosthetic legs and seated him securely.

We drove north on a dirt road for several miles, pulled
off, and, for Stetson’s use, removed a battery-powered
machine called an Action Trackstander from the trailer.
The machine is a self-propelled chair on steroids, with
tank-like treads, a wheel on each of two bars that extend
in the front and two in the rear to stabilize the machine
and to enable it to navigate hills up and down as steep as
forty-five degrees without tipping over frontward or
backward. The seat can elevate Stetson to a full standing
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position. Affixed on the left side of the handlebar was an
adjustable gun mount. Funding for two Action
Trackstanders, which cost about $17,000.00 each, was
provided via a grant with funds donated from the Out Of
The Box Foundation and Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Coors.
Stetson exited the pick-up and, aided by his dad,
maneuvered to the tracker and got buckled in. Watching
Shai lovingly and patiently help his son would bring tears
to a statue. It did to me, at any rate. The three of us
walked along with Stetson as he silently motored to the

Stetson in the Action Trackstander.

north, soon to be bathed in the light of a stunning
sunrise. After a short time we approached a herd of
pronghorn perhaps 600 yards distant. They were spread
out as if in single file and seemed unperturbed by our
slow advance. We were upbeat because Stetson had a
doe license and several doe were standing or bedded
down. A few bucks stood as if on guard. The largest buck
watched us and slowly ambled to the north, perhaps to
draw us away, then turned and walked directly toward
us. According to the rangefinder, it got within 150 yards.

I was thrilled. I had never seen a herd of pronghorn at
such close range or seen such magisterial behavior of a
buck. We glassed the area to our right and saw several
doe still bedded down. We approached to within 200
yards. Stetson positioned the tracker so he had a straight
line of sight. He and his dad tinkered with the rifle in the
gun rest and adjusted the Leupold scope. Apparently the
time consumed and the considerable motion alerted the
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herd, for they trotted off and down a hill about a half
mile away.

I asked Stetson how he was doing. “Good,” he said.
“I'm having a lot of fun.” I told him he was a remarkable
young man. “Thank you,” he replied, as if embarrassed
by my praise. His attitude was transcendent; he never
complained, he never had a frown, and he had the most
beautiful smile, framed by his young face and blonde
hair, appearing more akin to a Rubens cherub than a 14-
year-old going out on a hunt with his dad.

During the next five hours, this scenario regrettably
repeated—positioning the tracker, adjusting the devices,
movement by the dad and Dave, minutes of movement—
and each time the pronghorn loped away toward the
horizon. We kept pressing on, because the hunt
demanded it; although every hill, every patch of rock and
loose dirt were challenging.

Perhaps a Touch of the Divine

Then, an intervention occurred; divine, perhaps. | will
not quibble. The tracker’'s battery registered Ilow,
requiring us to travel to a charging station some miles
away. Being around noon, the consensus was to return to
the camp, have a lunch, and resume the hunt afterwards.
On the way to camp we spotted a herd of a dozen
pronghorn not too distant from the road. Persistence in
hunting, as in all things, is the best path to success. We
agreed to hunt them. Of necessity, we hunted from the
pick-up. That made the difference. David navigated to
within a few hundred yards of the herd, waited, and
drove closer.

The pronghorn were unperturbed. Dave drove closer
and stopped. The pronghorn ran off, except one doe. The
rangefinder measured it at 228 yards. Shai handed him
the rifle and loaded it. Stetson rested the rifle on the
lowered window and then adjusted it for elevation. We
adults showered Stetson with our wisdom and
instruction. | had sighted in the CZ at two inches high at
100 yards. “Shoot an inch high behind the shoulder,” I
recommended.

Taking aim!

Stetson pressed the trigger.

The pronghorn shook, walked ten steps and collapsed.
Stetson made a perfect shot. Perfect. His face beamed
like a searchlight. I was moved beyond words, trying to
fathom the enormity of his accomplishment. For these
moments, his life’'s unfairness was irrelevant. For a
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moment his world was reduced to a few inches in

diameter and Stetson triumphed.

A father and son enjoying an outdoor adventure
experience together!

Greater than the Sum of Its Parts

We abled folks get our rewards by helping others who
deserved to be helped. David told me this kind of hunt
“fills his heart with joy, watching a father and son spend
precious moments and build memories of a day in the
field.” David marveled at what these Outdoor Buddies
guests have to overcome. He confided that he wonders if
he’d have the grit to do so. I wonder also. If he never
hunted again, David said, he would have sufficient joy as
long as he could work with Outdoor Buddies. “They are
truly hunters,” he said.

Dozens of volunteers-invested hundreds of hours to
bring this hunt to reality and give deserving folks such as
Stetson the opportunity to make a shot. One volunteer
told me he had been blown up in Vietham, had 15
surgeries, lungs full of asbestos and had one third lung
capacity. “This is my one week-I come here to help,” he
said. “I'm in all kinds of pain and I feel great.” Laughing
masks lots of pain. Dwaine and Larry emphasized
repeatedly, “rehabilitating means doing something;
getting outside, showing you can get up a hill and
navigate through mud.” Outdoor Buddies rehabilitates.
It's not about taking game, it's about engaging in the
fight; life’s fire center, as Teddy Roosevelt wrote.

Reliable Meats and Big Game Processing in Fort
Collins donated processing the hunter's meat. Hotel
rooms were donated by Dariusz and Zosia Czyszczon,
(spell that fast ten times!) proprietors of the Comfort Inn
in Fort Collins. An avid hunter, Dariusz supports Outdoor
Buddies because it helps disabled hunters and expands
their passion for the outdoors. His Comfort Inn is a few
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minutes from the shooting area. “They get physically and
mentally tired,” he said. “They need a break and we are
here.” Some hunters must stay more than one day to
meaningfully participate and, without Dariusz, could not
afford to do participate. A man of great character,
Dariusz said, “I want to give back.”

On my drive back to Denver | pondered why | felt so
good. I hadn't hunted and my back hurt. Answers seeped
like quicksilver into my aging brain. | realized, yet again,
I was so blessed-so lucky-just plain lucky-through no
achievement or effort of my own-to be born into this
country, to have good health and to be in a position to be
useful to others. My life has been enriched by being
involved. Stetson’s smile was my reward, for it captured
the soaring human spirit.

How to Help

Wonderful organizations always need help. Get
Involved. Seek out the Outdoor Buddies or start a
chapter. The organization is run by volunteers. The
unavoidable reality is that money is always needed; as
are donations of materials, equipment, even coffee and
cookies. Nothing is free and everything has a cost,
including noble effort. Contact Larry or Dwaine through
the website. There is no higher calling than helping those
who cannot help themselves accomplish their dreams. As
the lyricist Ira Gershwin wrote, ‘Who could ask for
anything more?”

Beulah Deer Hunts
By Dwaine Robey

There is currently an overpopulation of mule deer in
and around the city of Beulah. Outdoor Buddies is helping
local resident, Art Traeber, and Colorado Parks and
Wildlife, in an effort to help balance the mule deer
population there.

Jim Oslin and Art Traeber.
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Outdoor Buddies is working with Art to harvest five
does in this area. Outdoor Buddies member, Jim Oslin,
recently harvested the first of the five does.

Outdoor Buddies will be working with Art and District
Wildlife Manager, Gretchen Holschuh, in the near future
to harvest the additional four animals from the Beulah
area.

On behalf of Outdoor Buddies, | want to thank Art and
Gretchen for making these opportunities available to
disabled hunters.

A Youth Outreach Hunt
with Outdoor Buddies

By Dennis Smith

After his first shot failed to anchor the antelope, it
rejoined the herd and traveled several miles before
Dawson made the Killing shot at a ranged 316 yards.

Dawson and his pronghorn.

I would like to express thanks to Outdoor Buddies and
their Youth Outreach Program for providing Dawson and
other Colorado kids with this Big Game Opportunity.
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Outdoor Buddies Upcoming Events Calendar

(Note: Shown below are currently scheduled events. Other activities will be scheduled as appropriate.)

Date

Event/Location

Description

Contacts

October 1 thru

Elk and deer hunts

Previously scheduled hunts

Larry Sanford

January 31 in various Colorado | will continue throughout | (970) 663-7852
locations. the big game hunting | Ipbusy@comcast.net
seasons.
November 1 Waterfowl hunts in | Waterfowl hunts will be | Larry Sanford
thru February various northern | scheduled based on | (970) 663-7852
15 Colorado locations. requests received from | Ipbusy@comcast.net

mobility disabled members.

January 1 thru
March 15

Ice fishing in various
Colorado locations.

Ice fishing events will be
scheduled based on
requests received from

mobility disabled members.

Joe Arcese
jfarcese@yahoo.com

or
Terry Nelson

(303) 884-3266
terrencet_8@hotmail.com

January 15-18

International
Sportsmen’s Expo at
the Colorado
Convention Center.

Outdoor Buddies will staff a
booth at the Expo.

Dwaine Robey
(719) 783-9044
dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org

January 21

Outdoor Buddies
Board Meeting at
CPW Denver at 6060
Broadway.

Board Meeting starting at
6:00 PM. Visitors are
welcome.

Dwaine Robey
(719) 783-9044
dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org

February 21

Qutdoor Buddies
chucker hunt near
Penrose, Colorado.

All day event starting at
9:00 AM. Lunch will be
served. Shooting reserved

Dwaine Robey
(719) 783-9044
Dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org

for disabled members,
except for “back-up”
shooters.
April 11 Outdoor Buddies | Mark your calendar. Dwaine Robey
2015 Banquet at the | Annual fundraiser banquet | (719) 783-9044
Westminster Westin | at the Westminster Westin. | dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org
Hotel at 10600 | Tickets will go on sale in
Westminster Blvd., | January.
Westminster, CO.
April 25 Outdoor Buddies | Big bore and pistol ranges | Rich Cori
site-in at Green Mill | are reserved starting at | (303) 604-9227
Sportsman’s Club. 8:30 AM. r_j_cori@msn.com
August 1 Outdoor Buddies | Big bore and pistol ranges | Rich Cori

site-in at Green Mill
Sportsman’s Club.

are reserved starting at
8:30 AM.

(303) 604-9227
r_j_cori@msn.com
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WMVCF Spirit Campaign Donor Forms
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