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Executive Director’s Comments
By Dwaine Robey

Outdoor Buddies elected
four new members to the
Outdoor Buddies Board of
Directors at the November
12th board meeting.
Joining the board are
Daniel
Brown,
James
Lowry, Gerald Robinson,
and Gina Robinson. All four
of these new members
have been working with
the board for several
months on various Outdoor
Buddies tasks. Outdoor Buddies is continually striving to
improve and expand our programs. These new board
members are very dedicated individuals who will help us
do that!
We are providing information about the new board
members in this and future newsletter to familiarize them
with members.
In this newsletter edition we will introduce you to
James Lowry. Following is a short biography:
James Lowry initially
became involved as a
member
of
Outdoor
Buddies
through
his
friendship
with
Todd
Bacon, a board member of
Outdoor Buddies. Todd is a
chaplain at the junior high
school that James’ children
attended.
James saw the value,
care and commitment of
Outdoor Buddies firsthand
when Todd and Larry
Sanford invited James’
James Lowry
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son, Benjamin, on a youth hunt for antelope. As a result,
James decided to volunteer and was ultimately honored
with being nominated to serve on the board of Outdoor
Buddies.
James is an accomplished medical device executive
with over twenty five years’ experience in Strategic
Leadership,
Business
Development,
Organizational
Development, Sales Management, Corporate Accounts,
and Professional Education, with companies such as
Johnson and Johnson’s Critikon and Cordis, Guidant,
Edwards Lifesciences, and Sorin Group.
Prior to founding Compress the Curves Consulting, He
was Vice President of Corporate Accounts and Healthcare
Economics at Sorin Group U.S.A., Inc. His leadership
responsibilities included managing and growing the
Perfusion, Heart Valve, and CRM product portfolios
through executive engagement in the largest U.S.
hospital systems, IDNs and GPOs, as well as developing
Sorin’s Healthcare Economics department.
James graduated with a B.B.A. in Marketing from
Texas A&M University.
He, his wife Jennifer and their four children live in
Arvada, Colorado.
Outdoor Buddies is excited to have James as a
member of the management team. His experience,
expertise, and wisdom will be a tremendous asset to our
organization.
If you have suggestions or comments, you are
encouraged to contact any of the Outdoor Buddies board
members. You can reach me at: (719) 783-9044 or
dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org.

President’s Column
By Larry Sanford

I can’t believe it is
already November here in
the Rocky Mountains!
Our awesome volunteers
have been working very
hard to make sure each of
our folks have a wonderful
outdoor experience through
each of our outdoor events.
Without families and friends
all working together this
monumental
task
could
never happen!
The Outdoors Buddies banquet committee members
are busy putting together auction and raffle items such
as guns, trips and hunts for the Outdoor Buddies annual
fundraiser scheduled for April 11th 2015.
We now have raffle tickets for sale with the winning
tickets to be drawn at the fundraiser banquet in April.
We need everyone’s help to buy and sell raffle tickets!
We will be selling tickets at Sportsman’s Warehouse
Stores throughout the Front Range and anywhere else we
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can, but it takes ALL of us to make this happen. We need
mobility-disabled members as well as youth and able
bodied men and women members to help sell tickets to
the public. Please contact Todd Bacon for the Denver
Sportsman’s warehouse dates and times. Please contact
Dwaine Robey for the Colorado Springs store and contact
Larry Sanford for the Loveland store times and dates.
On a different note, we can use all of your help with
an increasing problem that the hunt committee has been
having with some members who have been on an
Outdoor Buddies scheduled hunt.
The problem is that a few members have been asking
landowners who have given Outdoor Buddies the
privilege of bringing a limited number mobility-impaired
folks on their property to hunt, for permission for
themselves as well as their able bodied friends to come
hunting without Outdoor Buddies. When this happens it
violates the agreement between Outdoor Buddies and
landowners. We work very hard to be fair in getting
mobility-impaired folks who have submitted an Outdoor
Buddies hunt request out on a big game hunt.
Outdoor
Buddies
is
committed
to
honoring
agreements with landowners and land managers who
have granted us the privilege of taking mobility-impaired
hunters on their properties. If you are going on an
Outdoor Buddies big game hunt as a mobility-impaired
hunter please tell anyone going out with you to help you
that only the mobility-impaired are able to hunt big game
on Outdoor Buddies sponsored hunts.
Thank you so much for your cooperation on this
matter so that we can help everyone have a fair chance
on going big game hunting!
I wish you all a happy Thanksgiving and a blessed
Holiday!

http://outdoorbuddies.org/contribute.aspx

Outdoor Buddies Needs Your Support
Now in existence for over thirty years, Outdoor
Buddies continues to strive to expand its programs and
offerings to the community.
It is our mission to provide opportunities, for those
who have been deprived of access and enjoyment of
outdoor experiences, through a volunteer based nonprofit
organization.
We focus on those who are mobility impaired
(requiring mechanical assistance), disadvantaged youth.
In order to meet our mission and provide services in
our community, we rely on the generosity of individuals
and businesses for support. Without the assistance of
community-minded individuals just like you, we wouldn't
be able to serve those in our community each year.
We ask that you make a commitment to support our
annual appeal by making a cash donation.
Your generosity will make a difference in our
community by allowing us to continue in our work.
Remember that every donation makes a difference,
regardless of size.

Your donation is 100% tax deductible when there are
no goods or services offered in exchange for this
donation.
There are a few different ways you can make
contributions to Outdoor Buddies.
 You can contribute via the Wet Mountain Valley
Community Foundation using the form from this
newsletter.
 You can contribute via the Outdoor Buddies website
at www.outdoorbuddies.org
 You can contribute via the ColoradoGives website
at
https://www.coloradogives.org/outdoorbuddies/ov
erview
Thank you in advance for your support!

How Do I Contribute to Outdoor Buddies
via the WMVCF Spirit Campaign?

The Wet Mountain Valley Community Foundation
conducts its annual Community Spirit Matching campaign
to benefit local nonprofit organizations each November
through the end of the year.
The Foundation will contribute matching funds, when
donations are received by December 31st.
The maximum amount that will be matched is $1,000
per family and/or business. Matching funds will be prorated based on the dollar total of contributions made
through the campaign.
Donations may also be made directly to the
Community Foundation Spirit Campaign to increase the
matching funds and further stretch the community’s
charitable dollars.
Donors wishing to take advantage of matching funds
for donations made to Outdoor Buddies by check should
use the donor form provided by the Foundation. Make
checks payable to the Wet Mountain Valley Community
Foundation (or WMVCF).
To make a donation to Outdoor Buddies by check
through the Wet Mountain Valley Community Foundation
please use the donor form included on the last page of
this newsletter.

Hospital Bed Available to be donated to a
Disabled US Military Veteran
Spo2rt Pulmonary
ICU bed available to
a deserving Wounded
Warrior who suffers
from
complications
related to immobility.
A few of the
features of this bed:
Continuous Lateral
Rotation Therapy
Percussion & Vibration
Touch Screen
Microclimate Management w/Nano AG+
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Technical specifications:
Width: 40”
Height: 36.5”
Max head elevation: 75 degrees
Max patient weight: 500 lbs.
Wide doorways are needed to maneuver bed into its
new home.
Persons interested in the offer should contact Dwaine
Robey at (719) 783-9044.

Hunt Committee Update
By Larry Sanford

Snow, mud sleet or freezing weather will not stop
determined hunters with disabilities!
Since the last newsletter the volunteers who make
Outdoor Buddies programs so great, have been working
very hard taking mobility-impaired hunters on their big
game hunts throughout the state of Colorado.
Each of the hunters was able to enjoy an outdoor
experience with many memories to cherish and stories to
be told!
The recently acquired action track chairs have made a
very positive impact on our hunting programs by helping
us get folks in hunting places quietly that we could only
dream of before.
We now have two action track standers and one
action track chair. We are very thankful to the people
whose donations made them available to Outdoor
Buddies!
I can tell you that it is wonderful to have the three
track chairs but we could use several more. The reason is
that on some of our hunting events we have multiple
folks in chairs so right now they need to take turns.
Wouldn’t it be awesome to have a track chair for each
one to use? What a day that will be!
We currently have twelve Youth Outreach doe
pronghorn hunts in progress. So far, three of the youth
hunters have each filled their license.
I want to thank their families for coming out on the
hunts with them and spending a great day in the field!
The three hunters were Brooklyn Romero, Matt
McFadden, and Ian Mulligan. All three were first time
hunters, but you couldn’t tell it from their composure and
the good shots they made on their pronghorns with less
than fair weather conditions!
Two families are from Colorado Springs, and they
stayed at the Fort Collins Comfort Inn in rooms donated
to Outdoor Buddies by the owner/operator, Dariusz
Czyszczon. Thank you, Dariusz, for all you do for Outdoor
Buddies!
Don Reed and I were the guides on these hunts. We
picked up the families at the Comfort Inn on opening
day.
We started the day by talking about where and how
we would hunt the pronghorns and each hunter’s
expectations for the hunt. We had pictures of pronghorns
to show them the difference between the bucks and does
facial coloring so they knew what they could shoot. After
arriving at the ranch we setup a pronghorn picture target
that shows the shot placement of the vitals and each
hunter shot at it twice.

Wow! These youth hunters’ shots were as if they had
been shooting for a lifetime. Now they were ready to go
hunting!
We split into two vehicles, Don Reed was guiding Matt
and his Dad on the west side of the ranch and Brooklyn
and her Mom and Dad went in my truck with me guiding
on the northeast side.
The wind was blowing and it was cold so shooting was
not going to be easy. But the young hunters were excited
to go!
We started spotting pronghorns right off the bat, but
we needed to find a herd in a location with the wind in
Brooklyn’s favor.
After a little bit Brooklyn’s Dad spotted a small herd
bedded down and after looking them over we decided to
make a stalk on them.
Brooklyn and her Dad stepped out of the truck and
started their stalk. They moved to within about 135yards
away from the herd. They set up the Caldwell Dead Shot
shooting tripod and Brooklyn placed her .243 Ruger on it.
Then they waited for an animal to stand up and give
Brooklyn a clear shot. After a little while, the animals
stood and started to walk straight away from the
hunters. Brooklyn put the crosshairs of her riflescope on
the doe she wanted to shoot in anticipation of it possibly
turning to give her a shot.
As the pronghorns eased away we thought Brooklyn
might not get a shot, but all of a sudden as if the Good
Lord had a halter on the doe. It turned sideways and
walked about ten feet from the rest of the herd and
stopped broad side. Brooklyn was ready for the doe’s
move! She settled the rifle scopes crosshairs on the vitals
and with the calmness of an experienced hunter Brooklyn
pulled the trigger,
BOOM! The doe took two steps and fell dead;
Brooklyn’s shot took the heart right out! Brooklyn’s Mom,
who is eight months pregnant, and Dad cheered and
hugged her as the tears of happiness and the selfimposed pressure were just released. That family will do
many hunts and make many memories for years to
come! That is one reason why Outdoor Buddies

Brooklyn Romero and her parents.
volunteers do all the hard work they do.
Matt, Ian and their Dads will be sending in articles
about their successful pronghorn hunts so keep your eye
out for Matt and Ian’s stories in future newsletters! If you
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would like to be a part of any of the future hunts please
let the Hunt Committee know!
If you want to go waterfowl hunting contact Larry
Sanford ASAP. The weather vortex up north has been
starting to push the geese and ducks on their annuli
migration South through Colorado.
If you have any questions about any of our hunting
opportunities contact Larry Sanford.

Coyote Hunting Opportunities
By Al Montoya

Outdoor
Buddies
coyote
hunting coordinator, Al Montoya,
can schedule coyote hunts at a
ranch near Watkins, Colorado. Al
schedules hunt on an “as
needed” basis. If you would like
to do a coyote hunt give Al a
call.
Also, please contact Al if you
know of property owners who will allow Outdoor Buddies
access to their property for coyote hunts.
You can contact Al at 303.296.4610 or via Email at
agmontoya@q.com.

My First Elk Hunt
By Douglas Conner

can’t use their fingers to pull the trigger of a rifle making
it possible.
On November 8th, a chilly, foggy morning, I met with
Martie Brocko and Steve Nichols from Outdoor Buddies in
Estes Park. Along with Tammy, my nursing assistant, we
loaded into my minivan to hunt for a cow elk.
As I drove where Steve told me onto private property
with access privileges attained through Outdoor Buddies,
the fog lifted and we spotted some elk. They were bulls
and of course I had a cow tag. The bulls had separated
from the cows and calves and the only females we saw
were on land we couldn’t hunt.
After a couple hours of driving and not having the
right opportunities, we drove into town to eat breakfast.
After breakfast, we decided that we’d make one more
round, noticing that the elk had started to bed down for
the afternoon.
On our way back toward town Steve directed me to a
field that Marty and Steve had dubbed ‘Marty’s Paradise’
because in the past it was an area for her that has been
very productive.
As we crested the hill we saw four cows feeding in
‘Paradise’.
We had to drive around the hill as quickly as possible
to get into a position where I could get a shot at one of
the cows.
We positioned ourselves for a shot. As a cow walked
between two trees and gave me a side shot, I fired and
missed, shooting just a tad high. She moved five feet
behind a tree and I waited for her or one of the others to
get into position for another shot.
In about three minutes [a lifetime] something or
someone spooked them and another elk stopped in the
same spot as where I missed the one before.
I took aim, compensating for firing high before, and
with a lung shot, she went down quickly.
After Steve field dressed her he winched her into the
bed of his truck, backed up to the back of my minivan
and they all joined to transfer her into my van.
Mission accomplished!
To whom it may concern,
Do you know someone who can help build me a UTV
like in the picture below?

Martie Brocko, Douglas Conner, and Steve Nichols.
The day I became a quadriplegic, the accident
occurring forty one years ago, one of my friends and I
were on our way to spot for elk with the season quickly
approaching.
I thought my opportunity to hunt ever again was
over, but equipment has been developed for those who

If so, please contact me at720-315-1878
Douglas Conner
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Youth Deer Hunts
My First Successful Big Game Hunt
By Stephan Barr

On November 7th my “Poppy”, Tim Madigan, called
and said Outdoor Buddies had made two deer tags
available for youth hunters and wanted to know if we
could use them.
My best friend Alex and I completed our hunter safety
education last year when we turned 13, but had no luck.
We were so excited to be able to give it another try.
Me, my Dad, my poppy, and Alex all got up early
Saturday morning and headed to the property.
We got set up and waited, but not for long!
Out came a huge buck and I was ready for him. I took
aim and shot…first shot!

cut up the meat. My Dad dropped the head and antlers
off with mine to be mounted.
This year hunting meant a lot to me because I got to
go and spend time with my Dad and Grandpa…my best
friend and I both got our first big game together and I
got to shoot probably the biggest buck I will ever shoot.
It was a 5x5 buck that scored 200 7/8!
Thank you Outdoor Buddies, Rob Adams, Dan Warner,
Tim Madigan, and Chad Barr; this wouldn’t have been
possible without you!
And most of all, everyone involved expresses VERY
SPECIAL THANKS to Gary and Amy Ziegler, owners of
Bear Basin Ranch. They donated the landowner vouchers
to Outdoor Buddies, making it possible for Alex and me
to get the hunting licenses for our hunts.

Twentymile Mine Elk Hunt
with Roy Bennett
By Ken Bennett

Stephan Barr
We got him in our truck and set out to find another
one for Alex.
Time passed by but we could not locate a buck for
Alex. I think we scared the others off with the noise
from the one I shot, so we headed home for the day.
When we got home we skinned the deer and cut up
the meat into a cooler, then my Dad took the head and
antlers to the taxidermist to be mounted!
We all got up
early
the
next
morning and went
back to the property
to see if Alex could
get a buck.
It took us a little
while,
but
eventually a buck
presented itself and
Alex took aim. I
think his sites were
off just a bit, as it
took two shots, but
he got him!! It was
a really nice 3X4!
We gutted him,
skinned him, and
Alex Baroz

Roy Bennett has been a hunter since being a small
boy is South Texas. He often hunted squirrels in the
Nueces River bottom near Sandia. He is a dedicated
fisherman for bass and catfish and is still an avid hunter
for quail, doves, squirrels, whitetail deer, mule deer, and
axis deer. And now he has added elk to that list.
Roy entered the US Navy in 1939 along with five of
his friends after deciding that picking peanuts was not for
them. After his career in the Navy, Roy retired to
Kerrville in 1962 and started a second career at the VA
Hospital.
As a hunter for the better part of his life, Roy is used
to the waiting game in the woods with a gun in hand. But
at 93 years old, the World War II veteran and Pearl
Harbor survivor from Center Point, Texas, was getting
understandably anxious on Halloween weekend.
Roy and his son, Ken, were paired up with Larry
Sanford, Outdoor Buddies' president, for an elk hunt on
Twentymile Coal Mine's private land southwest of
Steamboat Springs.
Unseasonable weather passed through the region.
Warm days on Halloween were followed by an
unexpected cold storm Sunday and Monday, making the
chances of bringing something home slim. But, Tuesday
morning proved to be very exciting.
Larry
Sanford
was Roy’s guide
driving his truck
with Roy beside him
and Ken Bennett
and Dwaine Robey
providing
backup
when Larry spotted
a herd of about 50
elk up ahead. The
few bulls in the herd
were simply too far
away to get a shot
off.
Then luck turned
in Roy's favor. “We
went around a hill Larry Sanford was Roy's guide.
and all the sudden
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there were four elk with two bulls,” Ken Bennett said.
You could not have had a happier person than our 93year-old at that time.”
That’s when we met up with two other hunters, Billy
Hampton and his son, Ryan. Billy works at the mine and
has helped Larry with Outdoor Buddies hunts there for
many years. Ryan is a deputy sheriff.

deer. It seems like they weigh a ton! But with all the
experience and knowledge possessed by Larry, Billy, and
Ryan, it looked easy. The Outdoor Buddies Arctic Cat
Prowler with a winch was a big help in loading the elk
into Billy’s truck for the trip back to town. I guess that is
another reason Outdoor Buddies is so valuable to
disabled hunters; they could never do that kind of work
without help.

Ken Bennett: “You guys have no idea how happy you
made my Dad. He continually talked on the way back to
Texas how much he enjoyed himself and how nice he
was treated. Outdoor Buddies is an organization that
fulfills dreams. Thank you from the bottom of my heart.”

My Outdoor Buddies Pronghorn Hunt
By Brandon Fagley

"I am 93, but right now I feel 21!"
Billy and Ryan had each harvested elk and teamed up
with us and did much of the work involved with field
dressing and transporting the elk. Our sincere thanks go
out to Billy and Ryan!

We need to get these animals processed!
Taking care of animals after a successful hunt is
always a lot of work! These elk are large animals and
very much different from handling an antelope or even a

It sure feels great to be back in this great country. I
just got out of the Navy after being medically discharged
due to a severe back injury that ended up taking away
most of the function of my left leg.
When I was in the process of being discharged my
Dad told me that Outdoor Buddies had invited me to hunt
antelope, if I could make it.
We arrived early in the morning at Meadow Springs
Ranch and it was very windy. As we started hunting we
were in Darrell Erickson’s brand new Chevrolet heavy
duty truck. My Dad, Randy, was in the back seat
watching for antelope.
Right away we saw a herd of deer running but no
antelope. It was a big herd about 18-20 deer.
After about an hour had gone by we saw our first herd
of antelope! There were about 15 antelope with a buck
that had HUGE horns!
I wasn't this nervous out in security forces training in
the Navy; I was shaking like crazy.
The wind was hurling by at about 30 mph as I pulled
up on the scope and boy it was just swaying back and
forth. It seemed like I was trying to draw a circle with
my cross hairs to outline this trophy buck!
I shot at 225 yards and missed. The buck didn't even
flinch. The wind was bad he didn't even hear the shot, so
I shot again! This time the shot was at about 240 yards
and I saw the dirt kick up under his legs. The bullet had
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dropped almost three feet due to the distance and wind.
I shot one more time and missed again.
By then my heart was pounding and I was breathing
heavily. I missed the buck, but man what a rush!
We let the trophy buck go as it would have been an
"unsportsmanlike” shot at that point, and we didn't want
it to suffer from a wound or bad shot that might graze
such a beautiful animal.
We drove around and scouted for another hour and a
half before we saw a second herd with about a dozen
antelope in it, and it also had a buck.
The horns weren't nearly as big as the trophy buck I
missed three times, however the body was just as big
and I was on a mission to put some good meat in my
freezer.
Darrell pulled over about 100 yards away and I got
out of the vehicle. I was nervous about missing the last
three shots as I pulled the buck up in my scope. He was
walking to the right so I had a broadside shot.

he headed straight away from me at about 160 yards.
This is my last shot, I told myself, as there was only one
round left in the rifle, and on top of that, the antelope
was quickly running away from me. I pulled up and
looked and saw the buck running away. "If the buck
turns left or right any second from now I will hit him in
the lungs", I told myself.
I had the cross hairs in the perfect position, and as
the buck turned left I shot.
BOOM! The shot hit the antelope, entered the spinal
cord and exited through his right lung. He dropped
instantly.
I heard my Dad scream good job Buck! I was so
relieved because although I had taken six shots to get
him, I at least have some meat to show for all that
wasted lead!
I had a great time with Darrell and my Dad. It was
also good to see Rob Adams as he is a great friend of our
family.
Thank You, OUTDOOR BUDDIES for the memories
that I will cherish forever, especially, since I just came
home from serving in the Navy. I thank God, I can still
hunt with my Dad and that there are great opportunities
through a great organization like the Outdoor Buddies to
make this day possible.

Outdoor Buddies
Board of Directors
Outdoor Buddies Newsletter
Publisher: Outdoor Buddies, Inc.
Editor: Dwaine Robey
Outdoor Buddies’ Mission:
“Provide opportunities through a
volunteer organization, for those
who have been deprived of enjoying outdoor
experiences.” These opportunities are available to
all, with no cost, other than personal expenses, and
no discrimination due to race, color, creed, religion,
sex, or family status.
Outdoor Buddies is managed by its Board of
Directors. Voting Board Members are shown below:

Brandon Fagley with his buck.
BOOM! I missed again! The shot went right over the
top of him. I reloaded and decided to use the door as
leverage to steady my shot this time.
By now the buck was headed toward a barbed wire
fence and decided to run to my left. I followed him in my
scope and missed again! That shot stopped the buck and
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All Outdoor Buddies members are encouraged to
submit input for the newsletter.
Newsletter input should be submitted by the 15 th of
the month to be included in that month’s newsletter.
Please send newsletter input via Email to:
dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org.
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Outdoor Buddies Upcoming Events Calendar
(Note: Shown below are currently scheduled events. Other activities will be scheduled as appropriate.)

Date

Event/Location

Description

Contacts

October 1 thru
January 31

Elk and deer hunts
in various Colorado
locations.

Previously scheduled hunts
will continue throughout the
big game hunting seasons.

Larry Sanford
(970) 663-7852
lpbusy@comcast.net

November 1
thru February
15

Waterfowl hunts in
various
northern
Colorado locations.

Waterfowl hunts will be
scheduled
based
on
requests
received
from
mobility disabled members.

Larry Sanford
(970) 663-7852
lpbusy@comcast.net

December 10

Outdoor
Buddies
Board of Directors
Meeting
at
CPW
Denver
Office
located
at
6060
Broadway.

Board Meeting starting at
6:00
PM.
Visitors
are
welcome.

Dwaine Robey
(719) 783-9044
dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org

January 1 thru
March 15

Ice fishing in various
Colorado locations.

Ice fishing events will be
scheduled
based
on
requests
received
from
mobility disabled members.

Joe Arcese
jfarcese@yahoo.com
or
Terry Nelson
(303) 884-3266
terrencet_8@hotmail.com

January 15-18

International
Sportsmen’s Expo at
the
Colorado
Convention
Center
in Denver.

Outdoor Buddies will staff a
booth at the Expo.

Dwaine Robey
(719) 783-9044
dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org

April 11

Outdoor
Buddies
2015 Banquet at the
Westminster Westin
Hotel
located
at
10600 Westminster
Blvd., Westminster,
Colorado.

Mark your calendar.
Annual fundraiser banquet
at the Westminster Westin.
Tickets will go on sale in
January.

Dwaine Robey
(719) 783-9044
dwaine.robey@outdoorbuddies.org

April 25

Outdoor
Buddies
site-in at Green Mill
Sportsman’s Club.

Big bore and pistol ranges
are reserved starting at
8:30 AM.

Rich Cori
(303) 604-9227
r_j_cori@msn.com

August 1

Outdoor
Buddies
site-in at Green Mill
Sportsman’s Club.

Big bore and pistol ranges
are reserved starting at
8:30 AM.

Rich Cori
(303) 604-9227
r_j_cori@msn.com
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WMVCF Spirit Campaign Donor Forms
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