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By Larry Sanford

Executive Director’s Comments
By Dwaine Robey

If you have not already
done so, NOW is the time
to make plans to attend
the
annual
Outdoor
Buddies
Fundraiser
Banquet.
This year’s banquet is
special in that it celebrates
thirty
years
of
community service by
Outdoor Buddies.
The 2014 banquet will
be held at The Wildlife
Experience on Saturday, April 5th.
Banquet tickets are now on sale and can be purchased
using the forms included in this newsletter or from the
Outdoor Buddies website at www.outdoorbuddies.org.
The annual banquet is the most important event of
the year for Outdoor Buddies. This annual fundraiser
event provides a large portion of the funds needed to
support Outdoor Buddies programs throughout the year.
Attendance and participation in fundraising activities
at the banquet are great ways to show your support of
our organization. So, please make plans to attend the
banquet and invite all your family and friends to come
also.
You may want to organize your friends and reserve a
table for ten (10) at the banquet. That way you will be
assured that you can share a table at the banquet with
those who you want to be with. (See form on page 4.)
Please use forms included with this newsletter or visit
our website and purchase your banquet tickets. Help us
make this the best ever Outdoor Buddies Banquet!
Feel free to contact me if you have ideas about
improvements to your organization or if you are willing to
serve on one of our committees or as an officer or Board
member.
You can contact me at (719) 783-9044 or
drobey@centurytel.net.

Now that the 2013 hunting
seasons and activities have
come to an end or at least
slowed down we have time to
look forward to some of the
Outdoor
Buddies
upcoming
events.
Our
annual
fundraiser
banquet is shaping up to be
another great event thanks to
our
banquet
committee
members working hard to get donations for the banquet
as well as selling raffle tickets for the guns and fishing
trip!
I will be honored this year to speak at the banquet
about Outdoor Buddies past, present and future plans for
continued success as an all-volunteer nonprofit
organization. Please come and hear what I have to say!
We are already working on plans for fall big game
hunts. We are in the process of placing handi-buddies
who have sent in their 2014 big game hunt requests.
Dwaine Robey and I recently attended a two-day
conference in Colorado Springs sponsored by Colorado
Parks and Wildlife (CPW) called “Partners in the
Outdoors”. There were approximately 200 attendees at
the conference. We met many new people and
organizations that are excited to work with Outdoor
Buddies in the future. We will keep you posted in future
newsletters on anything new!
If any of you in the Loveland area would like to buy
raffle tickets or banquet tickets please contact me. You
can also purchase your banquet tickets online from our
website at:
http://outdoorbuddies.org/banquet-tickets.aspx.
I really want to see you at the banquet on April 5th.
Outdoor Buddies needs your support!
God Bless you all!

Banquet Auction Items
Please come to the banquet prepared to bid on a few
auction items. We are still in the process of acquiring
auction items, but here is a sample of some of the great
items that will be available:
Four-day Argentina Dove Hunt for Two, South African
Photo Safari for Two, Custom Made Fly Rod, Rockies
Tickets, Colorado Cow Elk Hunt, SCCY CPX 9mm Pistol,
Traditions Pursuit 2 XLT 50 Caliber Muzzleloading Rifle,
7-Day African Plains Game Hunt for Two, CZ 550 30.06
Rifle, Wyoming Fishing Outing for Two, Waterfowl Hunt
for Two, Outfitters Tent Stove, Deer Mounts on
Pedestals, Front Sight Legacy Membership, Jewelry,
Knives, and much more.
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Dwaine Robey, Executive Director
Larry Sanford, President
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Terry Nelson, Director
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303.845.0423
303.985.2293
303.827.4610
303.916.8955
970.330.3151
303.604.9227
303.884.3266
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Kathy Shears, Director
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All Outdoor Buddies members are encouraged to submit input for
the newsletter.
Newsletter input should be submitted by the 15th of the month to be
included in that month’s newsletter.
Please send newsletter input via Email to:

executivedirector@outdoorbuddies.org.

Bear Hunt for a Wounded Warrior
By Gerry Sutherland

I would like to start my story with a thank you to
Outdoor Buddies, Mr. Dwaine Robey, and very special
thanks to Twin Peaks Ranch and ranch manager, Mr. Jeff
Menegatti.
This fabulous bear hunt and the first hunt that my
boys and I have been on together could not have
happened without all their help!
When I found out that I had been selected to go on a
free bear hunt with my boys I was very excited. I
couldn't wait to get to the hunting ranch and be a part of
the outdoors with my boys.
When we got there, I was blown away!
When I think of a hunting cabin; I think of a small one
or two room cabin with no amenities other than a fire
place. I couldn't have been more wrong. The owner of
the ranch where we were hunting had a beautiful guest
house and was letting us stay in it. They even cooked our
meals for us. I was totally blown away that so much was
given to us for this hunt.
Everyone we came in contact with was so friendly and
helpful; they treated us like kings! I have to admit this
trip spoiled me for future hunts.
We arrived on a beautiful snowy day. After we got
settled in there was a little daylight left so we drove
around to several spots on the ranch looking for bears.
We did not find any bears that evening but saw lots of
beautiful scenery.
The next day we piled into the vehicle and began what
is and will be for a while the greatest hunt of my life.
After going through the cold morning and only seeing one
momma bear that had a cub with her, we came back for
lunch.

After lunch we decided to go back to a spot we had
checked a couple of times before.
As we walked down the two-track road looking into a
beautiful valley my guide spotted her; grazing on grass in
this cut out in the valley was my bear. A gorgeous
chocolate colored bear.
After a little trial an error we found a spot where I
could shoot through the trees. I lay in a prone position
and the second I saw her in the scope “bear fever” hit
me like a freight train!
I made myself start breathing very deliberately. Then
my guide whispered in my ear “you’ve got all day”.
I calmed down and she gave me a perfect broadside
shot. I pulled the trigger and watched her take the hit.
Then she took off at Mach 1 speed and I thought it
must have been a bad shot. My guide was running up the
road trying to keep his eyes on her, then he stopped and
said “come on, she is down”.
At that point I was so pumped up I could have run
down in the valley and wrestled her down!
We went back to where my boys were waiting in the
truck and gave them the news. Daddy got one!
They couldn’t wait to see her. We drove down to her
and I'm thinking “I'm going to have to drag these kids to
this bear. They are going to be scared out of there mind.”
Man I was wrong!
The truck had barely stopped and two little boys hit
the ground running. We barely grabbed them in time and
explained to them that we had to check to make sure the
bear was dead. After making sure, we gave them the all
clear and I knew right then that my boys and I were a
part of the hunting life. They couldn't get enough!
We took the bear back to the guest house and got her
cleaned and skinned.
And now the taxidermist is making the hide into a
bear rug for me.

Devon, Bryce, and Gerry Sutherland pose with
their beautiful bear.
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I can't imagine how this hunting trip could have been
better!
Thank you so much to everyone involved. You guys
brought a father and sons closer than we were before
and a beautiful moment of peace to a soldier.

We are in the process of planning some new and fun
activities for this year’s banquet, so please plan to attend
on Saturday, April 5th at the Wildlife Experience. Hope to
see you there.
Email me at shearsks@hotmail.com

Bear Hunt (Continued)

2014 Big Game Hunting

By Bryce & Devon Sutherland

By Larry Sanford

Recently we got to go on a hunting trip with our
Daddy.
We were hunting for a bear!
We were so excited to be going on a trip like this with
him, that we are pretty sure we drove him crazy on the
drive there.
There was so much for us to do, we got to stay in this
really cool house, and they made us some pretty
amazing dinners too!
There was this really cool playground that was the
best we have ever played at. There was so much
exploring for us to do (as long as we stayed close), lots
of different plants and animals for us to see.
Then the time came when Daddy got a bear!
Oh boy, were we scared! We stayed safely in the truck
while Daddy got it.
We were so proud of him!
While Daddy was getting ready to clean the bear, we
discovered this great hill that made a great slide! Think
we scared Daddy, but we showed him we were okay...but
boy were we dirty!
That bear was so big! We can't wait until we can go
with him again! Maybe next time we will be old enough
to hunt with him.
The first thing Mommy cooked with the bear was chili
and bear burgers. It was great! I love bear!
Thank you so much for letting us go on this hunt with
our Dad, it is something we will never forget.

It’s Just Around the Corner
By Kathy Shears

Our most important fundraising event of the year, our
annual banquet, is only a few weeks away. You must
realize by now that, in order for Outdoor Buddies to
continue in our quest to make the out of doors accessible
to everyone, we need your help. As I mentioned in last
month’s newsletter, we are in need of new donations for
our auctions and bucket raffle. If you can take a few
minutes to talk with your local business owners and
explain what Outdoor Buddies is all about, you might be
able to get some donations. If you were to explain to
them that we are a non-profit, that all donations are tax
deductible, that we are a totally volunteer organization
and that not a single person in our organization receives
any monetary compensation, I think that you will be
pleasantly surprised by the reaction. We will be sure to
send them a donor’s form for tax purposes and a thank
you letter. At the very least, isn’t it worth a try?
You may want to use the Donor Form shown on Page
6 of this newsletter.
If you receive (or already have) a donation, please
email me so that we can get a complete inventory of
donations before the banquet.

It is hard to believe that it is already time to start
scheduling 2014 big game hunts for Handi-Buddies who
have sent in their 2014 Big Game Hunt Requests.
If you are a Handi- Buddy and want to have a chance
to be placed on an Outdoor Buddies sponsored big game
hunt, please send in your 2014 Big Game Hunt Request
as soon as possible! You can use the form included with
this newsletter or you can submit your hunt requests via
the Outdoor Buddies website at:
http://outdoorbuddies.org/hunt-request-form.aspx.
Those of you wanting to help take Handi-Buddies out
on their hunts please contact me.
I want to take a moment to remind you all of some of
our basic rules about participating in Outdoor Buddies
sponsored big game hunts.
To hunt big game with Outdoor Buddies you have to
have an “Accommodation Permit” issued by Colorado
Parks and Wildlife (CPW) authorizing you to shoot from a
vehicle. This permit also authorizes your able-bodied
helper to track and dispatch wounded animals.
Handi-Buddies must submit a Big Game Hunt
Request.
Every Handi-Buddy who sends in a hunt request will
be designated as a number 1, 2 or 3.
Number “1” is a Handi-Buddy who was not selected
for an Outdoor Buddies hunt for a deer or elk in the
previous year.
Number “2” is a Handi-Buddy who was selected for an
Outdoor Buddies big game hunt the previous year, but
did not harvest an animal or couldn’t make it on the hunt
because of a cancelation due to medical reasons.
Number “3” is a Handi-Buddy who participated in an
Outdoor Buddies big game hunt the previous year and
filled their license for either an elk or deer.
By designating Handi- Buddies as a 1, 2, or 3 we can
place Handi-Buddies in a fair way on the limited Outdoor
Buddies hunt slots. We first place all of the number “1” in
the hunt slots.
We then place the number “2” in the remaining hunt
slots. Then if there are still hunt slots left we start to
place the number “3” Handi-Buddies until we run out of
hunt slots or hunter requests.
Our mission is to get everyone out who has been
deprived of the outdoor experience.
We are not a hunting club where the same hunters go
to the same location every year.
We try to place Handi-Buddies on at least one big
game hunt each year, but all of our hunts are on donated
private land and the demand is sometimes greater than
the number of available hunt slots. Outdoor Buddies is
always searching for more hunting opportunities.
These are a few of our rules and procedures that we
use to place Handi-Buddies in a fair way to give everyone
a chance to go on a great outdoor experience!
See you all in the field!
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Outdoor Buddies Upcoming Events Calendar
(Note: Shown below are currently scheduled events. Other activities will be scheduled as appropriate.)

Date

Event/Location

Description

Contacts

January 1 thru
March 15

Ice fishing in various
Colorado locations.

Ice fishing events will be
scheduled based on requests
received from mobility disabled
members.

Joe Arcese
jfarcese@yahoo.com
or
Terry Nelson
(303) 884-3266
terrencet_8@hotmail.com

March 6

Outdoor
Buddies
Board of Directors
Meeting at Colorado
Parks and Wildlife
Headquarters.

Bi-monthly
Board
Meeting
starting at 6:30 PM. Visitors are
welcome.

Dwaine Robey
(719) 783-9044
drobey@centurytel.net

March 15

Outdoor
Buddies
pheasant hunt near
Penrose, Colorado.

All day event starting at 9:00
AM. Lunch will be served.
Shooting
is
reserved
for
disabled members, except for
“back-up” shooters. A very
limited number of shooters can
be accommodated.

Dwaine Robey
(719) 783-9044
drobey@centurytel.net
or
Larry Sanford
(970) 663-7852
lpbusy@comcast.net

March 21

Outdoor
Buddies
Banquet Committee
Meeting
at
The
Wildlife Experience.

Banquet
planning
meeting
starting
at
11:00
AM.
Volunteers are welcome.

Dwaine Robey
(719) 783-9044
drobey@centurytel.net

April 5

Outdoor
Buddies
2014 Banquet at
The
Wildlife
Experience in south
Denver.

Mark your calendar.
Annual banquet at The Wildlife
Experience.
Tickets will go on sale in
January.

Dwaine Robey
(719) 783-9044
drobey@centurytel.net

April 26

Outdoor Buddies
site-in at Green Mill
Sportsman’s Club.

Big bore and pistol ranges are
reserved.

Rich Cori
(303) 604-9227
r_j_cori@msn.com

May 17

Armed Forces Day
Outdoor
Buddies
Community
Appreciation Day at
Westcliffe.

Family day honoring wounded
warriors and all military service
members and veterans.
There will be free admittance,
free food, and lots of games and
demonstrations.
Everyone is welcome!

Dwaine Robey
(719) 783-9044
drobey@centurytel.net

June 14

Outdoor Buddies
Family Day at Swift
Ponds.

All are welcome to attend our
annual Family Day at Swift
Ponds. Free fishing, barbecue
and more.

Larry Sanford
(970) 663-7852
lpbusy@comcast.net

August 2

Outdoor Buddies
site-in at Green Mill
Sportsman’s Club.

Big bore and pistol ranges are
reserved.

Rich Cori
(303) 604-9227
r_j_cori@msn.com
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