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Executive Director’s Comments
by Dwaine Robey

Now that 2013 is here, it’s time to
make plans to attend the annual
Outdoor Buddies Banquet.
The 2013 banquet will be held at
The Wildlife Experience on Saturday,
April 13th.
Banquet tickets are now on sale
and can be purchased using the form
included in this newsletter or from the
Outdoor Buddies website via the
Internet at www.outdoorbuddies.org.
The annual banquet is perhaps the most important
event of the year for Outdoor Buddies. This annual
fundraiser event provides a large portion of the funds
needed to support Outdoor Buddies programs throughout
the year.
Attendance and participation in fundraising activities
at the banquet is a great way to show your support of
our organization. So, please make plans to attend the
banquet and invite all your family and friends to come
also.
Please visit our website and purchase your banquet
tickets while you are there! Please help us make this the
best ever Outdoor Buddies Banquet!

Now is the time to start planning your fall
big game hunts. Handi-buddies wishing to
participate in an Outdoor Buddies sponsored
hunt should submit Big Game Hunt Request
forms as soon as possible. A hunt request
form is included with this newsletter.
Feel free to contact me if you have ideas about
improvements to Outdoor Buddies or if you are willing to
serve on one or more of our committees or as an officer
or board member. You can contact me at (719) 783-9044
or drobey@centurytel.net.

A new year has started and
we are just finishing up with
the 2012 big game season
hunts. All of our mobilityimpaired
member
hunters
should be starting to send in
their hunt requests for the
2013 big game season. Now is
the time to let us know if you
want to go on an Outdoor
Buddies sponsored big game
hunt in 2013!
Outdoor Buddies staffed a booth again this year at the
annual International Sportsmen’s Exposition at the
Colorado Convention Center in Denver. We would like to
thank Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) for providing
the space for our booth. CPW allows Outdoor Buddies to
share
space
in
their Youth
Fair
area
where
there
are
booths that
provide
education
for young
and old to
learn more
about
Colorado
and
its
wildlife.
Some of the volunteers at the Outdoor
I
also
Buddies booth.
want
to
thank all the volunteer members of Outdoor Buddies who
help to make this event a great time to fellowship with so
many people and to share information about our mission!
At the Expo, we sell raffle tickets for raffle prizes with
the prize winners to be drawn at our annual fundraiser
banquet. We sold raffle tickets at the Expo for three guns
that are being offered as raffle prizes; a 12ga Stoeger
over/under shotgun, a 9mm handgun, and a Browning
30.06 rifle. We still have raffle tickets left for these
prizes, so if you want to help Outdoor Buddies out then
buy a chance to win a gun!
I would like to invite you all to come to our fundraiser
Banquet this year to celebrate our mission of getting
people who have been deprived of the outdoor
experience back into the outdoors. The annual banquet
provides much needed funds to buy adaptive equipment
as well as helping to finance Outdoor Buddies’ programs
throughout the year. I hope to see you there!
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Westcliffe Elk Hunt
by Jimmie Ashley

My name is Jimmy Ashley
and
I live in
Jonesboro,
Arkansas. I recently had the
pleasure of going to Westcliffe,
Colorado for an elk hunt.
I arrived late Friday night
and contacted Dwaine Robey to
let him know that we had
arrived in Westcliffe. The next
morning we met at my motel,
introduced
ourselves,
and
loaded up in his truck to start
the hunt.
We headed out for a ranch
to see if we could spot any elk. It was so beautiful when
the sun came up and we could see the snow on the
mountains.
The morning hunt was not a lucky one, so we headed
back for lunch. Dwaine showed me his home and some
beautiful neighboring areas before we had lunch.
After lunch, we headed back out. We checked out a
few other hunting areas, but did not locate any elk. As it
started to get dark, we went back to the motel and an
early bed time. It had been a long day.
The next morning, a new person, Rob Adams, came
with us. Rob is one of the great volunteers who help with
Outdoor Buddies hunts in the Westcliffe area.
We headed back up to the mountains. Again, we
found no elk that morning and went back to town for
lunch.
After lunch, Rob and I headed out to a different place
a little earlier than usual, but it was beautiful. We saw a
big herd of antelope and some deer soon after going into
the ranch. It was so amazing! I thought “Man; a lot of
game, but we are hunting elk.”
We went further into the property and set up for the
hunt. We were talking and getting to know each other.
We stayed until late afternoon. I saw a few more mule
deer, including one nice 3x3 which I would have been
glad to have on my wall. Later on, another buck came in.
He was a nice 4x4, but the 3x3 was a much larger buck.
We enjoyed watching all the nice animals, but it got dark
so we headed out. But, man o man, there were a lot of
mule deer all over.
The next day we headed out again; me, Dwaine, and
Rob. We got a late start due to a low tire.
We headed into the mountains to a different place
from where we had hunted before. We travelled several
miles on sparsely traveled gravel roads, then on thin
two-track trails; gradually gaining elevation.
As we turned a corner, I saw a small herd of elk on
the edge of heavily wooded area. Dwaine stopped the
truck, and I tried to get set up to take shot. Before I
could get positioned for a good shot, the elk started to
move. I took a shot and hit one of the trailing animals.
We waited about five minutes, and then Dwaine and
Rob got out to see if they could track down the elk.
Initially, they found blood where the elk had been hit.
They tracked the blood trail for about two hours. At that
point, the animal stopped bleeding, and her tracks
mingled with tracks from several other elk and it was
impossible to track her any farther.

I was surprised that the elk never went down when
she was hit. We did not get the elk, but I have to say “It
wasn’t because we didn’t try”.
My hunt ended that day. We said our good byes as I
had to leave the next morning to head back to Arkansas
and back to work.
I enjoyed myself and got to meet and make some
great friends and see lots of beautiful country.
Hunting is not only about killing an animal; it is about
the enjoyment of being able to get into the outdoors and
enjoy great people who do things for the disabled; and
the ranchers who let us come on their land to do the
things we get to do.
I’m thankful to the Lord and all the people who open
their heart and make it possible for us to enjoy these
outings. God bless all of you!

Elk Hunt near Estes Park
by Tom Eckrich

On Thursday morning, the 13th of December, I met
Martie Brocko and Steve Nichols at the Estes Park Police
Station. It was still dark, but they had already scouted
the Estes Park area and saw elk on the Willet's property.
Steve checked my scope setting and adjusted it to 4power and I had a clip ready to load, but left it empty
until we were ready.
We talked about how we would approach the elk herd,
which numbered about forty or more.
We proceeded to the area and drove into shooting
range. I then loaded my rifle, jockeyed into position, laid
the rifle on the rolled down window, and Steve and I
agreed on a lone cow.
I squeezed off a round and the herd took off running.
We waited about 30 seconds and my cow went down and
walked over to check the elk and she was dead.
At this time,
because
we
were somewhat
visible from the
road,
Steve
hooked
up
a
rope to his truck
and dragged the
elk out of sight.
Martie,
aka
as the "Queen of
Willets", wanted
to field dress the
elk. I must say
that, under the
tutorage
of
Steve, she did a
great job.
With the help
of
Steve's
electric
hoist,
the elk loaded
very easy.
We
then
transferred it to my truck, covered it, and stopped for
breakfast. By eleven o'clock we said our goodbyes and I
headed down to Roy Logan’s to have my elk processed.
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I can't say thank you enough to Steve, Martie, and
Outdoor Buddies for allowing me the opportunity to get
out and hunt in the beautiful state of Colorado.
Thanks again and God Bless America.

the top of the Uncompahgre Plateau. It covers
approximately 6,000 deeded acres and over 100,000
acres of leased, private, BLM and Forest Service ground.
This contiguous block of land is approximately 6 miles
wide and 30 miles long, with the elevation ranging from
4,600 feet along the river in the lower country to over
9,200 feet on the forest on top of the plateau.
Lori and I arrived at the ranch on November 4 th. We
dropped off my special golf cart and drove up to
Dominguez Escalante National Conservation Area (NCR)
which lies east and west of the Gunnison River just south
of Grand Junction.
Included in the NCR is the 66,000 acre enclosed
Dominguez Canyons Wilderness. What beautiful scenery!
I saw my first desert bighorn sheep herd and got some

A Message from a Member
Hello, friends.
I wanted to let you know that I
have a new book coming out from
Knopf in March: "Gun Guys: A Road
Trip."
It's an account of my driving
15,000 miles around the United
States, talking to gun owners of
various types, trying to answer the
questions: Why do we like these
things so much? Why do they inspire
such passion on all sides?
It's not a gun-policy book. It's an
attempt to explain, both to gun owners and those who
don't like guns, the complexity of the attraction to
firearms.
Here's a quirk of the publishing business: All preorders are credited to the first week of a book's life. So if
there are a lot of pre-orders, a book can jump
immediately onto the best seller list, and those that get
there tend to stay there. So this is a shameless request - if the book interests you at all -- to pre-order it.
(Cheaper, too.) You can read about the book, and find
links to a number of ways to buy it, at
www.danbaum.com.
Either way, I hope you have a very happy new year.
Dan

Deer Hunt at Escalante Ranch
by Bruce Brown

At the Outdoor Buddies banquet last March, I won a
deer hunt auction for a hunt at Escalante Ranch. My hunt
was scheduled for November and was to be coordinated
by Holly Davis, who manages hunting operations at the
ranch.
The Escalante Ranch is a century old western cattle
operation located on the western slope of Colorado. It
lies 25 miles south of Grand Junction and 12 miles
northwest of Delta, stretching from the Gunnison River to

great pictures
We checked into the hotel and prepared to start
hunting the next day.
Holly met us every day at 6:00 AM and was our
personal guide extraordinaire. She helped us spot
animals and get ready for the shot; setting up the tripod
and gauging the distance. She then met us every
evening at 3:30 PM and we started all over again.
We played “cat and mouse” with the deer for several
days. We found deer in the pastures, pumpkin fields, and
orchards.
On Wednesday, I got a couple of shots at a nice 4 x 4
out in the field, but did not get him.
We drove up and down the canyon and spotted
several herds of deer every day. In the mornings, there
seemed to be more deer than in the evenings. They did
not start coming down out of the hills into the meadows
until late. Anyway, the hunting areas were very beautiful
and we enjoyed each day immensely.
The ranch hands and other hunters were very kind.
They spotted deer for us and assisted us in every way
they could. They would watch and help by telling Holly
about deer in one of the fields just over the hill. We
drove the country roads and saw so many deer that were
just out of range. It was difficult for me to get set up for
a shot because it took considerable time to get ready.
It was great fun and many times I came very close to
getting a deer.
After a few days, we decided to hunt behind the main
ranch; we started seeing deer almost immediately in the
pastures.
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It didn't take long for Holly to get me set up on a nice
buck which we harvested on Saturday morning.
Here is how I came to bag my deer.
On the last day of hunting, I got up at 3:30 AM and
drove 50 minutes out to the ranch. Holly had set it up to
hunt in the field behind the main house. She had heard
that there were at least 3 bucks visiting that field. They
had been coming out at day break, so I wanted to be
there as soon as the light was right.
Holly came out on that very cold morning and took
me out on my golf cart.
We went into the field and there were the deer. I saw
the one I wanted and everything lined up.
I was in the right spot with the right deer in my
sights; one shot and I had my deer.

If you know of landowners or properties where there
is a potential for Outdoor Buddies hunting access please
contact one of the Outdoor Buddies hunting coordinators
listed below.
Dwaine Robey
Larry Sanford
James Piper
Dave Hamling
Steve Nichols
Martie Brocko

719-783-9044
970-218-5356
303-932-1209
303-681-3738
303-678-1963
303-448-9253

Any help you can provide will be greatly appreciated.

Friends of NRA Banquets
by Dwaine Robey

Holly was so happy and so helpful. She called the
ranch hands and they came to help gut the deer and put
it in my truck for me.
She then took pictures and butchered it for me.
The Escalante Ranch hunt was so much fun and the
ranch hands were so helpful and kind with giving us
reports on the location of deer.
Holly was fantastic! She is a very great and
understanding guide, helping in every way possible. I
would like to thank her and also Mr. Richard Miller, ranch
owner, for donating the hunt to Outdoor Buddies.

Help Find Outdoor Buddies Hunting
Properties
Outdoor Buddies is seeking help with obtaining
landowner permission for big game hunting access to
their properties.
As the organization continues to grow and expand
membership, it is increasingly difficult to be able to find
hunting opportunities for mobility-disabled members.
This situation exists throughout the state and is
especially true in the Estes Park area.
Many landowners are concerned about liability issues
related to allowing hunting access to their properties. In
that regard, Outdoor Buddies carries liability insurance to
help guard against the possibility of damage claims by
participants in activities.

Are you a member of the National Rifle Association? If
not, I suggest that you consider becoming a member.
In addition to helping to protect our 2nd Amendment
rights, NRA has provided financial support to many
Colorado nonprofit organizations, including Outdoor
Buddies through Friends of NRA.
Friends of NRA chapters around the state hold annual
fundraiser banquets with 50% of the proceeds being
given to deserving local organizations through grants.
Please consider supporting your local Friends of NRA
chapter by attending their annual banquet. Or, better
yet, consider becoming a member of your local Friends of
NRA chapter.
To find information about your local chapter and the
date of their banquet, please visit the Internet at:
http://www.friendsofnra.org/National.aspx

Got Goodies?
As I am sure you are all aware by now, the Outdoor
Buddies annual banquet is coming up on April 13th. This
is our major fund raising event and we depend on it for
monies needed to purchase much needed equipment,
office supplies, and any other expenses incurred in
keeping Outdoor Buddies up and running. As members
of Outdoor Buddies, we have all benefited in some way
and with your help, will continue to do so.
Everyone seems to have a good time with the
auctions, whether it be the live, silent, or bucket raffles.
In order for the auctions to be successful and bring in as
much money as possible, we need donations. We need
new hunting, fishing, and outdoor equipment. Also, new
toys, jewelry, gift certificates……….in short, any new
items that can be auctioned at the banquet.
If you will notify Kathy Shears by phone or email with
any donations, we will be able to categorize items and
therefore maximize the amount that we make at the
auctions. Also, we are asking that you notify Kathy by
April 1st with any donations so that we have a proper
inventory and can organize everything before the
banquet.
Your help is appreciated very much!!
Kathy’s Phone: 303-431-1275
Email: shearsks@hotmail.com
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Outdoor Buddies Raffles
Raffle tickets cost $5 each or 5 tickets for $20 for all 3 raffles.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A-Bolt 30-06 Composite Stalker
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Stoeger Condor
Over & Under Field Gun
12-gauge with 28” ventilated rib barrel

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CPX-1 TWO-TONE 9mm

Dimensions/Weight
Barrel Length: 3.1"
Height: 4"
Length: 5.7"
Width: 1"
Weight: 15oz
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

To purchase raffle ticket, please contact:
Todd Bacon
Dwaine Robey

303-955-6363
or
719-783-9044
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Outdoor Buddies Upcoming Events Calendar
(Note: Shown below are currently scheduled events. Other activities will be scheduled as appropriate.)

Date

Event/Location

Description

Contacts

Nov 1 thru
Feb 10

Waterfowl hunts in
various
northern
Colorado locations.

Waterfowl hunts will be
scheduled
based
on
requests received from
mobility
disabled
members.

Larry Sanford
(970) 663-7852
lpbusy@comcast.net

Jan 1 thru
Mar 15

Ice
fishing
in
various
northern
Colorado locations

Ice fishing events will be
scheduled
based
on
requests received from
mobility
disabled
members.

Larry Sanford
(970) 663-7852
lpbusy@comcast.net

March 13

Outdoor
Buddies
Board of Directors
Meeting at Craig
Hospital.

Bi-monthly
Board
Meeting starting at 6:30
PM. Visitors are welcome

Dwaine Robey
(719) 783-9044 drobey@centurytel.net

April 27

Spring
shoot
at
Green Mill
Sportsman’s Club.

Big
bore
and
pistol
ranges
are
reserved.
Contact Rich Cori for
details.

Rich Cori (303) 604-9227
r_j_cori@msn.com

May 18

Armed Forces Day
Outdoor
Buddies
Community
Appreciation
Day
Honoring Wounded
Warriors and other
Military Veterans at
Westcliffe.

Everyone is invited to
attend. Free barbecue,
games, and more.

Dwaine Robey
(719) 783-9044
drobey@centurytel.net

June 7 - 9

Focus on Forever
(FOF) Conference at
YMCA of the Rockies
– Estes Park

The FOF Conference is a
“train
the
trainer”
conference,
designed
specifically
for
conservation volunteers
and agency staff who are
passionate about sharing
our outdoor traditions
with youth and their
families.

For more information and registration visit the
Pheasants
Forever
website
at:
http://www.pheasantsforever.org/page/1/Focuson-Forever-Conference.jsp
Dwaine Robey
(719) 783-9044
drobey@centurytel.net

June 15

Outdoor Buddies
Family Day at Swift
Ponds.

All are welcome to attend
our annual Family Day at
Swift Ponds. Free fishing,
barbecue and more.

Larry Sanford
(970) 663-7852
lpbusy@comcast.net

August 17

Fall shoot at Green
Mill
Sportsman’s Club.

Big
bore
and
pistol
ranges
are
reserved.
Contact Rich Cori for
details.

Rich Cori (303) 604-9227
r_j_cori@msn.com
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